. 3

e — The Social Planning Council of Peel

A SOCTAL PROFILE OF
THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION
IN PEEL REGION, 1996

Paula DeCoito, Ph.D.
Laurie Williams, Ph.D.

SEPTEMBER 2000

Funding for the preparation of this report was provided by:

Human Resources Development Canada.

f
o

© The Social Planning Council of Peel



7

The Social Planning Council of Peel

A SOCIAL PROFILE OF

THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION

IN PEEL REGION, 1996

Paula DeCoito, Ph.D.
Laurie Williams, Ph.D.

SEPTEMBER 2000

\




A Social Profile of the Latin American Population in Peel (1996)

September 2000

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Mission Statement of the Social Planning Council of Peel........cccoccviviviiciiiiniceeieseene
FOTEWOT ...ttt et sttt et s s e nn e et e e e e st e b et e bt e e saesbaese e b aenesseennnenrrans
ACKHOWIEdSIMENTS cvannnmmnnrrnmns o s s
A Summary Profile of the Visible Minority Population in Peel (1996) ......c..cccocvvvvvviernenee.

INTRODUCTION ..ottt ettt bbb bbbt st

PART I: A DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, 1996

FTIGHILTRLS cvucivavvmonevensorunssvimiinmi s meamys e s s s b i s YRSV TS TV eV NS SRR 3
A, Total POPULAtION ...ocveiuiiiiriiiicniie et
B: GEIBE i sl i miiasi s nssstnias st s A R A A s LR e

v LANGUAZE .veevviiiiiicieiiiiit ettt e et eae e et e b e e sbe et ba bt eae e sabeeabeeebeeeabbeen

c

D. Marital STAtUS .oovieerrirerriorerniiiresesesesesese s essesseesessessesesaesessessessensessessesnes
E

F

s i L 1 —
I551eS fOr CONSIACFALION ..........cvcvieievireees et n e

PART II: HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, 1996

L ————
A. Private Households iN Peel ........ccoivviiiiiiiiiiiiiicieicse s ses e
B. HOme OWNETSHID ..ocviiiiiiiiiiiiiieciiiis ettt essests e reessesseesbessnessssnseasns
G Eamilies (Cetisins Fanmles) sosmmmmssirmemmmss s s v
D. People Not Living in FAMILIES ..vcccviiieiiiiiiiceiiine e cseeieseresseeieseesssssnnsens

I55UeS fOr CONSIACHALION ... c.ocovvevi ittt s st et

PART III: SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, 1996

HIGRIIGRLS ..ottt ettt ettt et e
Al B OGO iiis o issnesionmssssssnmsnssennnsnsmssssnansns sessssnsesesssnnses ns asssnsss sssssanssisssssseaasssosess

APPENDIX
Statistical Tables on the Latin American Population in Peel, 1996

The Social Planning Council of Peel i



A Social Profile of the Latin American Population in Peel (1996) September 2000

LIST OF TABLES

Table
1.  Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel as a Percentage of the Total Population

TIPEEL (1996) wvvviteriererecteeete et h bbb bR 6
2. Distribution of Peel’s Latin American Population by Gender and Place of Birth (1996) ....................9
3.  Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Age (1996) ......cccovvevinieneniininiiiiinin, 10
4.  Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Marital Status (1996) ..........cocoevninnne. 12
5. Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Mother Tongue and

Hoine Lafguage {1996) cumscmmmnsmeeasismssois v issss s s ssiiis it s 14
6.  Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Immigration Status and Year of Arrival in

Canada (1996) ....uvereeeeieeeieeter et e e bbb s 16
7. Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Type of Household (1996) .........ccocceene. 21
8. Distribution of Latin American Families in Peel by Family Structure (1996) .....cccoovviiiiiiiiiniiinincnn 23
9.  Distribution of the Latin American Population (Aged 15 Years+) in Peel by Highest Level of

SCHODIIE (1996) corsnessnesssessossnsssnssnrassassasssasssasansarsrssassos trassnsessnssssansabssiss e s i ii T oo I T T oA 00S 30

10. Distribution of the Latin American Population (Age 15+) in Peel by Labour Force Status (1996) .. 34
11. Distribution of the Latin American Population (Age 15+) in Peel by Employment Income (1996) .. 39

(plus tables in Appendix)

The Social Planning Council of Peel i



A Social Profile of the Latin American Population in Peel (1996) September 2000

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure

1. Size of the Latin American Population in Canada, Ontario and Peel (1996) .........ccccocevvvviviinirninnnns 6
2. The Latin American Population of Peel by Municipality (1996) .......cccocriinininiiiiniiniicniiieinn 7
3. The Latin American Population in the Greater Toronto Area (1996) .........ccovvvviviiiiiiincininiinininn 8
4.  Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Gender (1996) ..........cccovvvenniiininiiinicninns 9
5. Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Age Group (1996) ..o, 10
6.  Distribution of the Latin American Population by Age Group & Place of Birth (1996) ................... 11
7.  Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Marital Status (1996) ...........ccccoeniinenenes 13
8.  Mother Tongue and Home Language of Latin Americans in Peel (1996) .......cccocviiiviniiiinncnienns 14
9.  The Latin American Immigrant Population in Peel (1996) ........cocveevevienieeiiiieiiiii 16
10. The Latin American Immigrant Population in Peel by Period of Immigration to Canada (1996) ..... 17
11. Private Household of Latin Americans in Peel { 1996} ......uuvinimimsvmisimammsinssssevisis 21
12.  Latin Americans in Peel by Home Ownership and Place of Birth (1996) .........ccccevnininiiiiiiiniinnn, 22
13. Distribution of Latin American Families in Peel by Type of Family (1996) ......ccccceviviieveinicninienenes 24
14. Distribution of the Latin American Population in Peel by Type of Household (1996) ...................... 26
15. Percentage of Latin Americans in Peel by Non-Family Households by Gender (1996) .................... 26
16. Highest Level of Schooling of Latin Americans in Peel (1996)........c.ccccovvivniininneniiiiinncisinicinnn, 31
17. Highest Level of Schooling of Latin Americans in Peel by Gender (1996) ........cccceviviviiiicninnnnn. 32
18. The Unemployment Rate Among Adult Latin Americans in Peel by Gender(1996)........c.ccoccccevvenne 35
19. The Unemployment Rate Among Latin American YouthinPeel (1996) .......ccccoovvveiiiiiniininiicnnns 35
20: ‘TopS Occupationsof Latin Americansin Peel (1996) «unmnsmmunnunnnnisminmiisniinmum 37
21. Distribution of the Latin American Population (Age 15+) in Peel by Job Position (1996) ............... 38
22.  Average Employment Income of Latin Americans in Peel by Gender (1996) .........ccovvvevninniennenne 40
23.  Average Census Family Income of Latin Americans in Peel (1996) ......ccccooceriiieiiieniiienieeiicienis 41
24.  Average Income of Latin American Lone-Parent Families in Peel (1996) .......cccccvcevniiiivniiiccnninens 41
25. Statistics Canada’s Low Income Cut-Offs (1986 Base) for 1997 ......ccvevvviieiiiieiienniccceeecieeie 42
26. Latin Americans in Peel Living on Low INCOmes (1996) ....cccovereririineniisiniisieecsies e 43
27. Latin Americans in Peel Living on Low Incomes by Gender (1996) ..........cccvvvvriinieniecenienieineennies 43

The Social Planning Council of Peel iii



A Social Profile of the Latin American Population in Peel (1996) September 2000

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE SOCIAL PLANNING COUNCIL OF PEEL

The Social Planning Council of Peel is an independent, non-profit organization that promotes the
values of social justice and citizen participation. It does this by facilitating citizen participation in
the identification of social issues and in the planning and implementation of collaborative actions
to address those issues.

The Social Planning Council of Peel achieves its Mission through the following activities:

1. Research;
2. Public Education;
< 3 Community Development.

The Social Planning Council of Peel v
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FOREWORD

The Region of Peel is undergoing what amounts to be a real-world social experiment, an experi-
ment that can yield valuable lessons for Canada and the rest of the world. This experiment involves
discovering how a tremendously diverse population, made up of people from all over the world, of

different races and cultures, can live and prosper together in harmony.

Few parts of Canada, and probably the world, have such a diversity of Visible Minorities as Peel
Region. In Canada, Visible Minorities represent 11 percent of the population; in Ontario, the com-
parable figure is 16 percent. However, in Peel, Visible Minorities comprise 31 percent of the total
population. The comparable figure for Toronto is 37 percent.

Information on Visible Minorities is an essential resource for citizen participation in community
development and the public policy-making process. If citizens are going to make plans for their
community, develop programs, and advocate for social change, they must know about the state of
their community: characteristics of the population, the economy, the social infrastructure (and so

on).
This report is one of ten (10) reports on the Visible Minority population in Peel Region:
¢ A Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the South Asian Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Black Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Chinese Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Filipino Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Southeast Asian Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Latin American Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Arab/West Asian Population in Peel, 1996.

¢ Visible Minorities and Employment in Peel: Findings from Focus Group Discussions with

Visible Minorities and Service Providers.

¢ An Inventory of Agencies and Services for Immigrants and Visible Minorities in Peel

Region.

The Social Planning Council of Peel v
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INTRODUCTION

What is the definition of “Visible Minority?”
The definition of “Visible Minority” used in this report is the one provided by the Federal government of
Canada inits Employment Equity legislation. The following is a paraphrase of that official definition:

* AVisible Minority person is someone who is non-Caucasian or non-White and non-Aboriginal. Vis-
ible Minority groups in Canada are: Blacks, South Asians, Chinese, Southeast Asians, Arabs/West

Asians, Filipinos, Latin Americans, Japanese, and Koreans.

What definition of “Latin American” is used in the report?
 Latin Americans are defined as persons whose ethnic/origins are in South And Central America and
the Spanish speaking Caribbean.

What is the Social Profile of the Latin American Population of Peel (1996)?
The Social Profile of the Latin American Population of Peel is a resource document for social planning and
policy-making in the Region of Peel. This document describes the Latin American population in Peel as a
whole. More specifically, it provides information about that population in three areas:

— demographic characteristics;

— household and family characteristics;

— socio-economic characteristics.

For purposes of comparison, the report sometimes provides comments on differences and similarities
between the following groups:

— Latin Americans and other Visible Minorities and Non-Visible Minorities;

— Latin Americans in Mississauga, and Brampton ;

— male and female Latin Americans;

— Canadian-born and Non-Canadian-born Latin Americans.

The tables in the Appendix provide detailed information on the Latin American population in Peel.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 1
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For whom is The Social Profile of the Latin American Population of Peel (1996) written?

This Profile is written for mainly two audiences. It is written primarily for governmental and non-profit
organizations that provide employment training and support services. Many of their clients and trainees are
Visible Minorities, including Latin Americans. To serve these clients and trainees well, service providers
need information about them. This report provides some of that information. The Profile is also written for
community-based, non-profit organizations in Peel’s social services sector, especially those that are small
and under-funded. Such organizations often do not have the financial resources and organizational capac-
ity to do background research for their programs and services. It is hoped that they can use the Profile to

help them write proposals, plan programs and services, conduct marketing and outreach, etc.

What are some of the major themes or findings of The Social Profile of the Latin American
Population of Peel (1996)?
The Latin American population in Peel has the following characteristics:
- apopulation in which a high percentage do not have English as their mother tongue nor as a home
language,
- alarge youth population,
- asizeable Canadian-born population that consists mostly of people under age 25,
- alarge immigrant population that consists mostly of people over age 25,
- apopulation with a high proportion of never married or single people,
- apopulation with a high proportion of people living in single family households,
- alower proportion of people with University degrees compared to both the Visible Minority and
Non-Visible Minority populations,
- apopulation in which women are much less formally educated than men,
- alabour force with a high concentration of workers in the manufacturing sector,
- apopulation with a high rate of unemployment,
- anunder-paid population (relatively speaking).

What are some of the limitations of the Social Profile of the Latin American Population of Peel

(1996)?

« Thisreport is primarily a descriptive report. It isnot an analytical report. It does not provide in-depth
discussion and analysis of the characteristics of the population under study.

» Itdoesnotprovide extensive comparisons between Latin Americans and other Visible Minority groups.
To learn more about the entire Visible Minority community, it is best to study all of the reports in the
series, particularly The Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population of Peel, 1996.

» Because ofthe relatively small population of the Town of Caledon and the relatively small percentage
of Visible Minorities in it, including Latin Americans, figures and tables for this municipality are not

provided.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 2
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A Note To the Reader About the Statistics Presented in the Report

The source of the statistics presented in this report is Statistics Canada’s 1996 Census of Canada

(special customized tabulations).

All population figures are for residents of private households. Anyone in the Region not in a private
household, such as those in institutions (in chronic hospital care, nursing homes, correctional facilities

etc.), isnot included in this report.
Most decimal statistics have been rounded to the nearest whole number.

When comparing statistics about Latin Americansin Peel’s municipalities of Mississauga, Brampton
and Caledon, the reader should keep in mind the extreme differences in the size of these cities. The
1996 Census of Canadareported that the total population of Peel in 1996 was 848,625. Mississauga
has a population of 542,000 or 64% of the total Peel population. Brampton has a population of
266,975 or 31% of the Peel population. Caledon’s population is very small: 39,655 or 5% of the Peel

population.

Comparisons between Canadian-born and immigrant Latin Americans should be made with great
caution. The reason for this is that the Canadian-born Latin American population is mostly a youth
population, while the immigrant Latin American population is mostly an adult population: 97% ofthe
Canadian-born Latin Americans are under age 25, whereas 78% of the immigrant Latin Americans

are over age 25.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 3
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PART I
A DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL
(1996)

HIGHLIGHTS

POPULATION SIZE

* In 1996, there were 10,340 Latin Americans in Peel. They represented 3.9% of the Visible
Minority population and 1.2% of the total Peel population.

* Mississauga has 7,715 Latin Americans (74.6% of the Region’s total Latin American popula-
tion); Brampton has 2,595 (25.1%); and Caledon has 30 (0.3%).

GENDER
* Female Latin Americans in Peel slightly outnumber males, 5,305 to 5,035. This pattern is
found in the Visible Minority population in Peel as a whole.

AGE

* The Latin American population is a relatively young one, with 25.8% being under age 15,
slightly lower than the Visible Minority population average of 26.1%, and significantly more
than the Non-Visible Minority population average of 21.4%.

*  98% of Canadian-born Latin Americans are under age 25, compared to 92% of the total Cana-
dian-born Visible Minorities in Peel, and 44% of the Canadian-born, Non-Visible Minority

population.

MARITAL STATUS (OVER AGE 15)

*  29% of Latin Americans in Peel, 15 years and over have never been married; the average for
Visible Minorities in Peel is 32% and for Non-Visible minorities, 28%.

¢ Latin Americans have a slightly lower legally-married rate (56%), compared to the Visible
Minority population as a whole (59%) and the Non-Visible Minority population (58%).

* 11% of Latin Americans in Peel, 15 years and over, were either separated or divorced . The
comparative figure for the Visible Minority population is 6% and for the Non-Visible Minority
population, 9%.

LANGUAGE
* 80% of the Latin American population in Peel do not have English as their mother tongue,
compared to 51% of the Visible Minority community as a whole, and 24% of the Non-Visible

Minority population.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 4
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*  44% of Latin Americans have English as a home language, compared to 63% of the general
Visible Minority population and 88% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

» 825 or 8% of Peel’s Latin Americans have no knowledge of either English or French, (Canada’s
two official languages). This percentage is higher than that for the Visible Minority population
as a whole (6%) and for the Non-Visible Minority population (2%).

* 6% (130) of Canadian-born Latin Americans indicate that they have no knowledge of either
English or French.

IMMIGRATION

o In 1996, there were 7,760 Latin American immigrants in Peel. They represented 75% of the
total Latin American population in Peel; in comparison, immigrants make up 69% of the Vis-
ible Minority population, and 27% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

» The majority of the Latin American immigrants in Peel arrived after 1980.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 5
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A. TOTAL POPULATION (TABLES 1.1 - 1.13 IN APPENDIX)

1. Population Size

TABLE 1
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL AS A PERCENTAGE OF
THE TOTAL POPULATION IN PEEL (1996)

Total Non-Visible Visible Total TImmigrant Non-immigrant
Population in Minority Minority Latin American | Latin American | Latin American
Private Households Population Population Population Population Population

Canada 28,390,685| 100.0%]24,431,315| 86.1%|3,183,850| 11.2%] 175,945 0.6%]| 133,740 0.5%| 31,450| 0.1%

Ontario 10,605,060| 100.0%| 8,794,880 82.9%|1,674,260| 15.8%) 85,215 0.8%| 65,340 0.6%| 15960| 0.2%

Peel 848,625| 100.0%| 581,155| 68.5%| 265,100 31.2%| 10,340| 12%| 7,760 0.9%| 2,345 0.3%

Mississauga 541,995 100.0%| 356,835| 65.8%| 183,770| 33.9%) 7,715/ 1.4%| 5,880 1.1%| 1,695 0.3%

Brampton 266,970/ 100.0%| 186,140 69.7%| 79,920 29.9%) 2,595 1.0%| 1,855| 0.7% 650 0.2%

Caledon 39,655 100.0% 38,185 96.3% 1,410  3.6% 30 0.1% 251 0.1% 0f 0.0%

FIGURE 1
SIZE OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN CANADA, ONTARIO AND PEEL (1996)
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How many Latin Americans live in Peel Region?

In 1996, there were 10,340 Latin American persons living in Peel Region.

« Latin Americans form 1.2% of Peel’s total population, a much higher percentage than they do
Ontario-wide (0.8%) or in Canada’s total population (0.6%).

* They represent 3.9% of Peel’s Visible Minority population.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 6
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2. Peel’s Municipalities
How many Latin Americans lived in each of Peel’s three municipalities in 19962

The distribution of Peel’s Latin American population among Peel’s two cities and one town is
presented below.

FIGURE 2
THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION OF PEEL, BY MUNICIPALITY (1996)

Brampton
25.1%
Mississauga
74.6%
Caledon
0.3%

* Mississauga has more Latin Americans than Brampton (Mississauga has 7,715 or 74.6% of
Peel’s total Latin American population, compared to 2,595 or 25.1% in Brampton, and 0.3% in
Caledon)

The Social Planning Council of Peel 7
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3. A Comparative Perspective of Latin Americans in Peel

Peel in Comparison to Canada

*  0.6% of Canada’s population consists of Latin Americans, compared to 1.2% in Peel.

* 5.5% of Canada’s Visible Minority population consists of Latin Americans, compared to
3.9% in Peel.

Peel in Comparison to Ontario

* 0.8% of Ontario’s population consists of Latin Americans, compared to 1.2% in Peel.

* 5.1% of Ontario’s Visible Minority population consists of Latin Americans compared to
3.9% in Peel.

Peel in Comparison to the Greater Toronto Area (GTA)

e 2.8% of the GTA population is comprised of Latin Americans compared to 1.2% in Peel.

*  4.6% of the GTA Visible Minority population consists of Latin Americans compared to
3.9% in Peel.

FIGURE 3
THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN THE GREATER TORONTO AREA (1996)

: 5.5% 5.4% | mlatin Americans as a % of Total Population
| mLatin Americans as a % of VM Population

5% |
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L w2t
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B. GENDER (TABLES 2.1 - 2.3 IN APPENDIX)

TABLE 2

DISTRIBUTION OF PEEL’S LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION
BY GENDER AND PLACE OF BIRTH (1996)

Total Latin American
Population

Canadian-Born
Latin American

Non-Canadian Born
Latin American

Total 10,340 100.0% 2,315 100.0% 8,025 100.0%
Male 5,035 48.7% 1,160 50.1% 3,870 48.2%
Female 5,305 51.3% 1,155 49.9% 4,150 51.7%

How is Peel’s Latin American population distributed by gender?

Females slightly outnumber males in the Latin American population of Peel, 5,305 to 5,035.

* Among Visible Minorities as a whole, a similar pattern is observed: 49% male, 51% female. In
the total Peel population, the comparable figures are 50% and 50%.

*  With respect to differences between immigrant and Canadian-born Latin Americans, there is
virtually no difference between males and females: (1,160 males and 1,155 females) and there
are more females among the immigrants (3,870 males and 4,150 females; 48% vs 52%).

FIGURE 4
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, BY GENDER (1996)
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C. AGE (TABLES 3.0 - 3.4 IN APPENDIX)

Peel’s Latin Americans, like the rest of the Visible Minority population of the Region, are generally
younger than Peel’s Non-Visible Minority population. This is shown in the high percentage of
Latin Americans under age 15, and the low percentage of those who are 65 or older. A broad
generalization is that most Latin American youth are Canadian-born, and most Latin American

adults are immigrants.
TABLE 3
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL BY AGE (1996)

Total Population Non-Visible Visible Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian
of Peel in Private Minority Minority Latin American |Latin American| Born Latin

Households Population Population Population Population | American Pop.

Total 848,625| 100% | 581,160 100% | 265,095 100% | 10,345|100.0%| 2,315/100.0%| 8,025|100.0%

0-14 years 194,255 22.9% | 124,365| 21.4% | 69,315] 26.1% 2,665 25.8%| 1,755| 75.8% 905 11.3%

15 years+ 654,370 77.1% | 456,795| 78.6% | 195,780( 73.9% 7,680 74.2% 565| 24.4%| 7,120 88.7%
0-4 years 67,725 8.0% 43,330| 7.5% | 24,175 9.1% 680 6.6% * *
5-9 years 64,4101 7.6% 41,705 7.2% | 22,540| 8.5% 1,020 9.9% * *
10-14 years 62,120, 7.3% 39,325| 6.8% | 22,605 8.5% 965| 9.3% * *

15-19 years 59,985 7.1% 37,970| 6.5% | 21,790 8.2% 825| 8.0% 295) 12.7% 535 6.7%

20-24 years 59,160| 7.0% 38,960| 6.7% | 19,980 7.5% 755 7.3% 215 9.3% 545| 6.8%

25-44 years | 299,110| 35.2% | 205,505| 35.4% | 92,635| 34.9% 4,030( 39.0% 50| 2.2%| 3,980| 49.6%

45-64 years | 177,520/ 20.9% | 128,850 22.2% | 48,370| 18.2% 1,685| 16.3% 0f 0.0%| 1,685 21.0%

65 years+ 58,600 6.9% 45,505| 7.8% | 13,005| 4.9% 375| 3.6% 0 0.0% 3751 4.7%

* These data were not available from Statistics Canada

What is the age distribution of the Latin American population in Peel?
The distribution of the Latin American population in Peel is presented in the following Figure.

FIGURE 5
DISlTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, BY AGE GROUP (1996)
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Among the Canadian-born segment of the Latin American population, the youth population is
particularly noticeable. 97.8% of Canadian-born Latin Americans are under age 25, and 75.8%
are under age 15. Among Canadian-born Visible Minorities in general, 92% are under age 25,
and 69% are under age 15.

The Non-Canadian-born or immigrant Latin American population has its highest proportion in
the 25-44 age bracket (49.6%), whereas the Canadian-born Latin Americans have only 2.2% in
this age group. Interestingly, the Canadian-born have their highest proportion in the under age
25 bracket (97.8%). It is fair to assume that the Canadian-born Latin American population in
Peel is a youth population, and the immigrant Latin American population a mostly adult popu-
lation.

Similar trends can be seen in the Visible Minority population as a whole; 69% of Canadian-
born Visible Minority individuals are under age 15, compared to 9% of immigrant Visible
Minorities.

The proportion of Canadian-born Latin Americans in the 15-19 age group is almost double that
of the Non-Visible Minority population: 12.7% vs. 6.5% respectively. In the Visible Minority
population as a whole, 8% are in the 15-19 age group.

4% of the Latin American population in Peel is over age 65, compared to 8% of the Non-Visible
Minority population and 5% of the Visible Minority population.

73% of the Latin Americans over age 65 are women, compared to 58% in the Visible Minority
population and 57% in the Non-Visible Minority population.

FIGURE 6
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION BY AGE GROUP
& PLACE OF BIRTH (1996)

(80% 2
i @ Canadian Born

70% |
Non-Canadian Born

|60% |

150% .

|140% .

30% J-

The Social Planning Council of Peel 11



A Social Profile of the Latin American Population in Peel (1996)

September 2000

D. MARITAL STATUS (TABLES 4.1 — 4.4 IN APPENDIX)

Note: all figures for Marital Status relate only to individuals age 15 and over.

TABLE 4
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, BY MARITAL STATUS
(1996)
Total Population | Non-Visible Visible Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian
of Peel in Private Minority Minority Latin American | Latin American| Born Latin
Households Population Population Population Population | American Pop.
Tot. Population 15
Yrs. + 654,370|100.0%| 456,790(100.0%| 195,780(100.0%] 7,680/100.0%| 560 [100.0%| 7,120|100.0%
éﬁ;ggﬁamed 190,990( 29.2% | 128,215| 28.1% | 62,005| 31.7% |  2,225| 29.0%| 520 92.9%| 1,705 23.9%
Legall i
cogally Marmied | 382,045 58.4% | 266,605| 58.4% | 114,710| 58.6% | 4330 56.4%| 30| 5.4%| 4,300| 60.4%
Scparated (but st
Loty varoy | 20,945 3.2% | 15375| 3.4% | 5480 2.8% 375| 4.9%| - 375 5.3%
Divorced 33,840| 5.2% | 27370| 6.0% | 6,335| 3.2% 440| 57%| - 435| 6.1%
Widowed 26,540| 4.1% | 19235| 42% | 7,250| 3.7% 305| 4.0%| - 3 305| 43%
naC 5
P{'ef‘atig;‘;ﬁ’i‘;“ W1 29115] 4.4% | 24.495| 5.4% | 4,400] 2.2% 235| 3.a%| 15| 27%| 225| 3.2%

How many single (never married) Latin Americans live in Peel?

In 1996, there were 2,225 or 29% of Latin Americans in Peel who were single, compared to 32% of

the total Visible Minority population and 28% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

*  29% of Latin Americans are single; the average for Peel’s Visible Minorites is 32%, and for
Non-Visible Minorities 28%.
* The never-married rate for Canadian-born Latin Americans is 92.9% (note that only 11.5% or

265 people of Peel’s Canadian-born Latin Americans are over age 20). For all Canadian-born

Visible Minorities, the average rate is 84%, and for Non-Visible Minorities (Canadian-born),

36%.

* In all Visible Minority groups, more males than females have never legally married, and this

includes Latin Americans - 34.1% of males (1,275) and 24% of females (945). By comparison,

34% of Visible Minority males and 30% of Visible Minority females have never been married.

Among Non-Visible Minorities, the figures are 31% for males, and 25% for females.

How many legally married Latin Americans live in Peel?

In 1996, 4,330 Latin Americans in Peel were legally married and not separated.

*  Opver half of Peel’s Latin Americans (56.4%) are legally-married. For Visible Minorities, as a
whole, the married rate is 59% and for Non-Visible Minorities, 58%.

The Social Planning Council of Peel
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How many Latin Americans in Peel live in common-law relationships?

In 1996, 235 or 3.1% of Latin Americans lived in common-law relationships, one of the highest
rates of any Visible Minority group in Peel. By comparison, 2% of the total Visible Minority
population and 5% of the Non-Visible Minority population lived in common-law relationships.

How many separated and divorced Latin Americans are there in Peel?

In 1996, 815 (10.6%) Latin Americans in Peel over age 15 were separated or divorced. This is the
second highest rate for any Visible Minority group, and compares to 6% of the Visible Minority
population and 9% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

How many widowed Latin Americans are there in Peel?

There were 305 widowed Latin Americans in Peel in 1996, 4% of the Latin American adult popu-

lation.

*  89% of widowed Latin Americans are female (270 females, 40 males). Among Visible Minori-
ties in general, this group is 86% female, and among Non-Visible Minorities, 83% female.

FIGURE 7
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, BY MARITAL STATUS
(1996)
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E. LANGUAGE (TABLES 5.1 - 5.2.4 IN APPENDIX))

Note: Census data provides information on English, French and Non-Official languages. Since French is
not significant in the Region’s statistics (onlyl1% of people in the Region have French as a mother
tongue, and 0.5% have it as a Home Language), this report concentrates on comparing the use of

English with Non-Official languages.

TABLE 5
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, BY MOTHER TONGUE
AND HOME LANGUAGE (1996)

Total Population Non-Visible Visible Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian
of Peel in Private Minority Minority Latin American |Latin American| Born Latin
Households Population Population Population Population | American Pop.
Mother Tongue . . . ” o -
Tl 848,625 100.0%| 581,160/100.0%]| 265,095/100.0%| 10,340/100.0%| 2,315/100.0%| 8,020/100.0%
English 559,760] 66.0%| 429,190| 73.9%| 128,335| 48.4%| 2,040| 19.7%|  865| 37.4%| 1,165| 14.5%
French 11,885  1.4%| 10,620 1.8%| 1,175 0.4% 40| 0.4% 15| 0.6% 250 0.3%
1‘10“-0“““3‘ 276,980 32.6%| 141,345 24.3%]| 135,580 51.1%| 8,260 79.8%| 1,435| 62.0%| 6,830 85.2%
anguages
I?F‘ZE Language| ¢ ¢ 625 100.0%| 581,160(100.0%| 265,095/100.0%] 10,345(100.0%| 2,320]100.0%| 8,020(100.0%
English 682,185 80.4%| 513,085 88.3%| 166,755 62.9%| 4,575| 44.2%| 1,370 59.1%| 3,205| 40.0%
French 4275  0.5%| 3,465 0.6% 785 0.3% 25| 0.2% ol 0.0% 15| 0.2%
EOH-OTTICHI 162,160 19.1%| 64,605 11.1%| 97,560 36.8%| 5,740| 55.5%| 940| 40.5%| 4,795 59.8%
anguages
FIGURE 8
MOTHER TONGUE AND HOME LANGUAGE OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL (1996)
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How many Latin Americans in Peel do not have English as their mother tongue?

» 8,300 or 80.3% of Latin Americans in Peel do not have English as their mother tongue, com-
pared to 51% of Visible Minorities and 24% of Non-Visible Minorities.

« English as a mother tongue is more common (37.4%) among the relatively small Canadian-
born Latin American population than the Non-Canadian born Latin American population (14.5%).

+ Latin Americans in Mississauga are slightly less likely than those in Brampton to have English
as a mother tongue, 18.5% to 23.1%.

How many Latin Americans in Peel have English as a home language?

4,575 or 44.2% of Latin Americans have English as a home language. In comparison, English is

the home language for 63% of the total Visible Minority population, and for 88% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

«  Aswith Mother Tongue, English is more common among the Canadian-born Latin Americans,
with 59% of them speaking English in the home.

¢ Latin Americans in Mississauga are slightly less likely than those in Brampton to have English
as a Home Language, 43.7% and 45.5% respectively.

What is the level of knowledge of English among the Latin American population in Peel?

825 total or 8% of Peel’s Latin Americans have no knowledge of either English or French, Cana-
da’s two official languages. This is higher than the percentage for the Visible Minority population
as a whole (6%) and higher than that for the Non-Visible Minority population (2%).

* 6% (130 total) of Canadian-born Latin Americans indicate that they have no knowledge of
English. The comparative figures for the immigrant Latin Americans are 8.7% (695 total).

* Latin Americans in Mississauga are less likely than those in Brampton to have knowledge of
English or French; 86% to 88% respectively.

* Among Latin Americans in general, there are more females than males who do not know how
to speak English: 10.3% for females, 5.7% for males. Among Visible Minorities in general,
5% of males cannot speak English, compared to 8% of females. Among Non-Visible Minori-
ties, comparable rates are 1% for males, 2% for females.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 15
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F. IMMIGRATION (TABLES 6.0 — 6.6 IN APPENDIX)

The engine of Peel’s population growth is immigration — 62% of the growth of the Peel population
between 1991 and 1996 was due to immigration. Many of these immigrants are Visible Minorities.
The majority of the Visible Minority population in Peel, with the exception of the Japanese, are
immigrants.

TABLE 6

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL, BY IMMIGRATION
STATUS AND YEAR OF ARRIVAL IN CANADA (1996)

Population of Non-Visible Visible Total
Peel in Private Minority Minority Latin American
Households Population Population Population
Total Population 848,625| 100.0%|581,155| 100.0%265,100| 100.0%{ 10,340 100.0%
Non-Permanent Residents 6,030, 0.7%| 1,945 0.3%| 4,085 1.5% 240!  2.3%
Non-Immigrants 503,385 59.3%|423,930| 72.9%| 77,110 29.1%| 2,345 22.7%
Total Immigrant Population {339,205 40.0%|155,285| 26.7%|183,905| 69.4%] 7,760| 75.0%
Before 1961 38,895 4.6%| 38,050, 6.5% 840, 0.3% 15| 0.1%
1961-1970 55,745| 6.6%| 41,460 7.1%| 14,285 5.4% 270|  2.6%
1971-1980 79,985 9.4%)| 30,540| 5.3%| 49,435| 18.6%| 2,360 22.8%
1981-1990 90,300| 10.6%| 28,760| 4.9%| 61,525| 23.2%| 3,065 29.6%
1991-1996 74,285 8.8%)| 16,460| 2.8%| 57,815 21.8%| 2,050 19.8%
FIGURE 9

THE LATIN AMERICAN IMMIGRANT POPULATION IN PEEL (1996)
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How many Latin Americans in Peel are immigrants?

In 1996, there were 7,760 Latin American immigrants in Peel. They represented 75% of the total
Latin American population in Peel. The comparable figure for immigrants in the Visible Minority
population was 69%; for Peel’s Non-Visible Minority population, 27%.

 There are slightly more female Latin American immigrants (4,005) than male ones (3,755).

Regarding the decade of greatest immigration, only 0.2% of Latin Americans arrived in Peel before
1961; the majority of them arrived after 1981.

*  0.2% (15) of Peel’s immigrant Latin Americans arrived before 1961.

e 3.5% (270) of Peel’s immigrant Latin Americans arrived between 1961 and 1970.

*  30.4% (2,360) of Peel’s immigrant Latin Americans arrived between 1971 and 1980.

*  39.5% (3,065) of Peel’s immigrant Latin Americans arrived between 1981 and 1990.

*  26.4% (2,050) of Peel’s immigrant Latin Americans arrived between 1991 and 1996.

FIGURE 10
THE LATIN AMERICAN IMMIGRANT POPULATION IN PEEL, BY PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION
TO CANADA (1996)
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ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

¢ A growing population of Latin Americans in Peel.

What are the major issues facing the Latin Americans in Peel?

How are they being addressed? How should they be addressed?

What does an increasing Latin American population in Peel mean for the development of
social legislation, policies, and programs?

How accessible and adequate are public and private services in Peel for the Latin American
population?

What is being done in Peel to promote good and harmonious race relations?

What are the extra stress for a population arriving from war torn countries?

¢ The high proportion of Latin Americans under age 25 and under age 15, particularly

among the Canadian-born

What are the implications of this for the public school system in Peel?

What are the implications for early childhood education and childcare facilities?

What are the implications for the universities and colleges in Peel?

What are the cultural practices and expectations of Latin Americans with respect to early
childhood education, to elementary and secondary education, and to post-secondary educa-
tion? How can these be accommodated by the formal education system in a manner that
respects the values of equal opportunity, diversity, and fairness?

These young people are exposed to Canadian culture at an early age. What are the implica-
tions for their relationships with their parents, the majority of whom are immigrants?
What are the implications for employment opportunities for the parents of these children
(challenges that parents with children face with respect to the job search process, participa-

tion in training programs, finding a job, getting a promotion, etc.)?

¢ The connection between immigration and Visible Minority status
The majority of the Latin Americans in Peel, like most Visible Minorities, are immigrants.

Thus, they face problems not only of settlement and integration but also of racism in a predomi-

nantly White society.

How can social programs and services for Latin Americans in Peel address the dual chal-
lenges of settlement and the need to deal with racial discrimination?
To what extent do current programs and services for Latin Americans in Peel address both

settlement and racial discrimination issues?

The Social Planning Council of Peel 18
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¢ Differences among the three municipalities in Peel
* Mississauga has the majority of the Latin American population.
* Brampton has a slightly lower percentage of Latin Americans in its population than

Mississauga.

» Caledon has a relatively small Latin American population.

- What is the City of Mississauga doing to ensure equitable access to services, employ-
ment, and other social opportunities for its racially diverse population?

- How equipped are the schools in Brampton to deal with the Latin Americans and other
Visible Minority children under age 15? What efforts are being made to address the
needs of these children inside and outside the classroom?

- Should policies and programs developed by the Regional government of Peel be
sensitive to the fact that Caledon, with respect to racial and cultural diversity, 1s not
typical of the Peel population as a whole? Caledon is unique compared to Mississauga

and Brampton, and vice-versa.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 19
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PART II
HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LATIN AMERICAN
POPULATION IN PEEL, 1996

HIGHLIGHTS

PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS

»  86% of Peel’s Latin Americans live in one-family households, compared to 78% of Visible
Minorities and 87% of Non-Visible Minorities.

* InPeel, Latin Americans are one of the most likely Visible Minority groups to live in multiple-
family households; 10% do, compared to 18% of all Visible Minorities and 4% of Non-Visible

Minorities.

HOME OWNERSHIP
*  51% of the Latin Americans in Peel own their homes, compared to 67% of the total Visible
Minority population and 77% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

FAMILIES

* In 1996, there was a total of 2,680 Latin American families in Peel. They represented 3.9% of
Visible Minority families in Peel and 1.2% of all families in Peel.

*  88% of Latin American families have children at home, compared to 82% of all Visible Minor-
ity families, and 70% of Non-Visible Minority families.

* 27% of Latin American families have 3 or more children, compared to 26% of all Visible

Minority families, and 17% of Non-Visible Minority families.

LONE-PARENT FAMILIES

* In 1996, there were 535 lone-parent families in Peel’s Latin American population. They repre-
sented 20% of all Latin American families, compared to 16% of total Visible Minority families,
and 12% of Non-Visible Minority families.

* 81% of Latin American lone-parent families are headed by females.

PEOPLE NOT LIVING IN FAMILIES
* In 1996, 4.2% (430) of Latin Americans lived in non-family households; the rate is 4% for
Visible Minorities in total, and 8% for Non-Visible Minorities.
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A. PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS IN PEEL (TABLES 7.1-7.2.4 IN APPENDIX)

TABLE 7

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL BY
TYPE OF HOUSEHOLD (1996)

Population of Non-Visible Visible Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian
Peel in Private Minority Minority Latin American | Latin American| Born Latin
Houscholds Population Population Population Population American Pop.
Household TYPe- | g48,625(100.0%| 581,155[100.0%| 265,100/100.0%] 10,340[100.0%| 2,315(100.0%| 8,025]100.0%
e ALY | 716,370| 84.4%| 507,350| 87.3%| 207,005| 78.1%|  8,890| 86.0%| 2,130( 92.0%| 6,755| 84.2%
putiple FamilY| 73815 8.7%| 25,835| 4.4%| 47,815 18.0%| 1,020] 9.9%| 165 7.1%| 8ss| 10.7%
Non-Fari]
Honoopowy | 58435 6.9%| 47,065 83%| 10,180 3.8%| 430 4.2%| 20| 09%| 410 5.1%

1. Types of Private Households

How many private households are there within the Latin American population of Peel?

In 1996, there were 2,800 private households occupied by Latin Americans in Peel.

How many Latin Americans live in one-family households?
In 1996, 86% (8,890) of Peel’s Latin Americans lived in one-family households, compared to 78%
(207,095) of Visible Minorities and 87% of Non-Visible Minorities.
* Among Latin Americans, the Canadian-born population is more likely to live in one-family

households (92% compared to 84% of Non-Canadian-born Latin Americans).

PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL (1996)
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How many Latin Americans live in multiple-family households?

In 1996, 10% (1,020 people) of Peel’s Latin Americans lived in multiple-family households, com-
pared to 18% of all Visible Minorities and 4% of Non-Visible Minorities.

» Among Latin Americans, the Non-Canadian-born are more likely (11% or 855 people) to live
in multiple-family households, compared to the Canadian-born population (7%).

B. HOME OWNERSHIP (TABLES 7.2 - 7.2.4 IN APPENDIX)
How many Latin Americans in Peel own their homes?

In 1996, 51% (5,220) of the Latin American population in Peel reported owning their own homes,
compared to 67% of the total Visible Minority population and 77% of the Non-Visible Minority
population.

» Home ownership is higher among Canadian-born Latin Americans (56%) compared to the Non-
Canadian-born (49%).

FIGURE 12
LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL, BY HOME OWNERSHIP AND PLACE OF BIRTH (1996)
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C. FAMILIES (CENSUS FAMILES) (TABLES 8.0 — 8.2.2 IN APPENDIX)

TABLE 8

DISTRIBUTION OF LATIN AMERICAN FAMILIES IN PEEL BY FAMILY STRUCTURE (1996)

Total Census Non-Visible Visible Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian
Families Minority Minority Latin American | Latin American| Born Latin
Families Families Population Population American Pop.
Total Number of | 233,020[100.0%| 164,455100.0%| 68,565[100.0%] 2,680 100% 40| 88.9%| 2,635 100%
Census Families
Without Children| g1 835 26.5%| 49,610] 30.2%| 12,220] 17.8% 320| 11.9% 10| 22.2%|  315| 12.0%
at Home
}‘f;“thcmldfcnat 171,190| 73.5%]| 114,845| 69.8%| 56,345 82.2%| 2,355| 87.9% 35| 77.8%| 2,315 87.9%
ome
[ Child 63,930 37.3%| 45,935 40.0%| 17,995 31.9% 775 32.9% 30 85.7%| 745 32.2%
2 Children 73,715 43.1%| 49,785 43.3%| 23,925 42.5% 935 39.7% O] 0.0%| 930[ 40.2%
3+ Children 33,545 19.6% 19,115 16.6%| 14,425 25.6% 645 27.4% TO[ 286%|  640[ 27.6%
?USPﬁndand Wite | 202,770| 87.0%| 144,955 88.1%| 57,810| 84.3%] 2,140| 79.9% 30| 66.7%| 2,110] 80.1%
amilics
V;“;Ih"“tcmld"e“ 61,835 30.5%| 49,610| 34.2%| 12,220| 21.1% 320 15.0% 10| 33.3%| 315 14.9%
al ome
;IIV“h Children at | 140,935] 69.5%| 95,345| 65.8%| 45,500] 78.9%] 1,820 85.0% 25| 83.3%| 1,795| 85.1%
ome
T Child F7,390 33.6%| 34,505] 36.2%| 12,885 28.3% 4500 24.7% 207 80.0%| 435 24.2%
7 Children 63,950 45.4%| 43,585 45.7%| 20,365 44.7% 790 43.4% O 0.0% 790] 44.0%
3+ Children 79,5951 2T.0%| 17,255 18.1%| 12,385 27.1% 580( 31.9% TO[ 40.0%| 370 31.8%
Families of Now-1 188 510 92.8% 132,690| 91.5%| 55,520 96.0%| 2,030 94.9%| 15 50.0%| 2,015| 95.5%
Married Couples
Vyflgut Children [ 53 605| 28.5%| 42,435 32.0%| 11,265| 20.3% 290| 14.3% o 0.0% 285 14.1%
al ome
V‘;’Eh Children 134 515 71.5%| 90,255 68.0%| 44,255] 79.7%| 1,740 85.7% 10| 66.7%| 1,725 85.6%
a ome
[ Child A4,060] 32.8%] 31,730 35.2%] 12,335 279% 10 23.6% 0 0.0%| 405 235%
7 Children 61,670[ 45.8%| 41,810 46.3%| 19,860| 44.9% 760 43.7% O 0.0% 760] 44.1%
¥ Children 28,780( 2T.4%| 16,725 18.5%| T12,060] 27.3% 570 32.8% O 0.0%| 565 32.8%
Families of 14,555 7.2%| 12,265 8.5%| 2,290 4.0% 115 5.4% 15| 50.0% 95| 4.5%
Common-Law
Couples
Wrout Children | g 135] 55.9%|  7,175] 58.5% 955 41.7% 30[ 26.1% 0| 0.0% 30| 31.6%
at Home
V;“Pt]hcmldfﬂn 6,425| 44.1%| 5,085 41.5%| 1,335| 58.3% 80| 69.6%| 15| 100%| 65 68.4%
a ome
[ Child 3330 5T.8%| 2,780] 54.7% 550] 41.2% 20[ 50.0% 15[ T00% 750 385%
7 Children 2,280 35.5%|  1,780] 35.0% 505] 37.8% 300 373% o 0.0% 35 53.8%
3+ Children 810] 12.6% 530] 10.4% 280 21.0% 10] 12.5% 0] 0.0% 0] 15.4%
'Eonéi_f’afenf 30,255 13.0%| 19,500 11.9%| 10,755| 15.7% 535] 20.0% 10] 22.2%|  525| 19.9%
amilies
Female Lone 25,155| 83.1%]| 16,045 82.3%| 9,115| 84.8% 435 81.3% 0| 0.0%| 430| 81.9%
Parent Families
T Child 13,415 53.3%| 9,225[ 575%| 4,185 45.9% 250 57.5% 0 145 57.0%
2 Children 8,335 33.1T% 5,230] 32.6% 3,100 34.0% 1251 28.7% 0 125 29.1%
3+ Children I4T0[ 13.6%| 1,580] 9.8%| 1,830] 20.1% 60[ 13.8% 0 60| 14.0%|
Male Lone 5,095 16.8%| 3.455] 17.7%| 1,640| 15.2% 100| 18.7% 10[ 100% 95 18.1%
Parent Families
I Child 3,130 61.4% 2,205 63.8% 9751 56.4% 730 75.0% 0] T00% 70[ 73.7%
7 Children T,430] 28.1% 965 27.9% 60 28.0% 5] 15.0% o 0.0% 20 2T.1%
3+ Children 540] 10.6% 280 8.1% 7551 15.5% TO[ 10.0% o 0.0% 0] 10.5%
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C. FAMILIES (CENSUS FAMILES) (TABLES 8.0 — 8.5 IN APPENDIX)

Note: Statistics Canada defines a Census Family as a now-married couple (with or without never-married
sons and/or daughters of either or both spouses), a couple living common-law (with or without never-
married sons and/or daughters of either or both partners), or a lone-parent of any marital status,

with at least one never-married son or daughter living in the same dwelling.

How many Latin American families live in Peel?
In 1996, there was a total of 2,680 Latin American families in Peel. They represented 3.9% of all
Visible Minority families in Peel and 1.2% of all families in Peel.

1. Husband and Wife Families

How many husband and wife families are there within the Latin American population in
Peel?

In 1996, there were 2,140 husband and wife Latin American families. They represented 80% of
all Latin American families (compared to 84% of total Visible Minority families and 88% of
Non-Visible Minority families).

* By place of birth, the Canadian-born Latin Americans have a lower rate of forming hus-

band-and-wife families (67%) than the Non-Canadian-born Latin Americans (80%).

FIGURE 13

DISTRIBUTION OF LATIN AMERICAN FAMILIES IN PEEL BY TYPE OF FAMILY (1996)
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2. Lone-parent families

How many Latin American lone-parent families live in Peel?

In 1996, there were 535 lone-parent families in Peel’s Latin American population. They repre-

sented 20% of all Latin American families in Peel, compared to 16% of all Visible Minority

families, and 12% of all Non-Visible Minority families.

« Latin Americans have one of the highest percentages of lone-parent families of any Visible
Minority population in Peel.

What proportion of Latin American lone-parent families are headed by females?
81% of Latin American lone-parent families are headed by females, compared to 85% of all
Visible Minority lone-parent families and 82% of lone-parent families in the Non-Visible Mi-

nority population.

3. Children

Families of Visible Minorities, including Latin Americans, are more likely to have children at

home than Non-Visible Minority families.

* 88% of Latin American families have children at home, compared to 82% of all Visible
Minority families, and 70% of Non-Visible Minority families.

*  27% of Latin American families have 3 or more children, compared to 26% of all Visible
Minority families, and 17% of Non-Visible Minority families.

* The highest percentage of “Never married sons and/or daughters” is among the Canadian-
born Latin Americans at 86% (only 12% of the Canadian-born Latin American population
is over age 20).

D. PEOPLE NOT LIVING IN FAMILIES (NON-FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS)

(TABLES 7.1 - 7.4 IN APPENDIX)

How many Latin Americans in Peel live in non-family households?
In 1996, 4.2% (430) of Latin Americans lived in non-family households; the rate is 4% for Visible
Minorities, and 8% for Non-Visible Minorities.

Living in a non-family household is slightly more common among Latin American males (4.7%
or 235 individuals) than females (3.8% or 200 individuals).

Non-Canadian-born Latin Americans are more likely (5%) to live in non-family situations than
Canadian-born Latin Americans (1%).
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FIGURE 14
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION IN PEEL
BY TYPE OF HOUSEHOLD (1996)
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FIGURE 15
PERCENTAGE OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL IN NON-FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS,
BY GENDER (1996)
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ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

Political leaders and service providers need to take the following issues into consideration when

developing public policies, employment and human service programs for the community at large

and for Latin Americans and other Visible Minorities.

¢ The high percentage of never married or single people among the Latin Americans.

¢ The relatively high percentage of lone-parent families.

What are the implications of these characteristics of the Latin American population for:

- The quality of life for Latin American women who are single by choice or separated or

divorced?

- The prevention of domestic violence, especially violence against women?

- The provision of culturally appropriate childcare services and early childhood education for
Latin American children?

Special attention needs to be given to those Latin Americans who are not married or not likely

to get married; these people are often the minority or marginalized in a group:

never married women and men (more of the older adult type; post age 30, etc.)
separated and divorced women and men

widowed women

female lone-parents

male lone-parents

gays and lesbians

- How are these Latin American people treated by others, including other Latin Americans?

- What social support systems are they likely to have (not have)?

- What social supports would be of value to them?
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PART III
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LATIN AMERICAN
POPULATION IN PEEL, 1996

HIGHLIGHTS
EDUCATION

* 6% of the Latin American population have less than a Grade 9 education, compared to 8% of
both the Visible Minority and the Non-Visible Minority population. Female Latin Americans are twice
as likely as males to have less than Grade 9 education (8% versus 4%)).

* 16% of Peel’s Latin Americans have completed high school with a certificate, compared to 14%
of the Visible Minority population and 16% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

* 3% of Latin Americans in Peel have a Trade Certificate or Diploma as their highest level of
schooling. The comparable figures for the Visible Minority population and the Non-Visible Mi-
nority population are 2% and 4% respectively.

* 9% of Latin Americans (675) have at least a Bachelor’s Degree, compared to 19% of the Visible
Minority population as a whole, and 14% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

EMPLOYMENT

* In 1996, the labour force participation rate for Latin Americans in Peel was 71% compared to
70% for the Visible Minority labour force and 74% for the Non-Visible Minority labour force.

* In 1996, the unemployment rate for Latin Americans in Peel was 10%, compared to 12% for all
Visible Minorities in Peel, 6% for the Non-Visible Minorities, and 8% for Peel as a whole.

* Female Latin Americans have a higher unemployment rate than males (9% vs. 8%). In most
immigrant groups, it is close to twice the male rates. However, among the Canadian-born Latin
Americans the reverse is the case - unemployment rates are 15.4% for females compared to
18.4% for males.

* Manufacturing industries employ slightly more than a quarter of Peel’s Latin American labour
force - 26%, or 1,405 people, compared to 24% of the Visible Minority labour force and 19% of
the Non-Visible Minority labour force.

* In general, Peel’s Latin Americans are under-represented in higher-status, higher-paying posi-
tions and over-represented in lower-status, lower-paying positions. The differences are more

extreme for females than for males.
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INCOME

The employment income of Peel’s Latin Americans is slightly below that of the total Visible
Minority population, and well below that of Non-Visible Minorities.

In 1996, the average employment income of Peel’s Latin Americans was $22,989, compared to
$24,922 for Visible Minorities, and $32,656 for Non-Visible Minorities.

In 1996, the average annual family income for Latin American families in Peel was $47,488.
Visible Minority families in Peel averaged $50,864; Non-Visible Minority families averaged
$70,511.

27% of Latin Americans earn under $10,000, compared to 27% of all Visible Minorities in the
Peel labour force and 20% of Non-Visible Minorities.

8% of Latin Americans earn $50,000 and more, compared to 11% of all Visible Minorities and
19% of Non-Visible Minorities.

22% of Peel’s Latin Americans, or 1,695 people, live on low incomes, compared to 22% of total
Visible Minorities and 10% of Non-Visible Minorities.
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A. EDUCATION (TABLES 9.1.0-9.1.4 IN APPENDIX)

Note:

TABLE 9

Findings in this section on education pertain to Peel residents age 15 and over.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION (AGED 15 YEARS +) IN PEEL,
BY HIGHEST LEVEL OF SCHOOLING (1996)

Total Population | Non- Visible | Visible Minority Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian
in Private Minority Population Latin American | Latin American | Born Latin
Households Population Population Population | American Pop.
Total Population | '\ 5 csl100.0%| 456,795]100.0%| 195.780]100.0%] 7.680{100.0% 560/ 100.0%| 7,120|100.0%
15 Years and Over
Less than Grade 9 | 52,525| 8.0%| 36,115| 7.9%| 16,275| 83%| 460 6.0% 15| 27%| 440| 6.2%
Subtotal - Grades | 1 ¢15| 37.00%| 173155 37.9%| 67,820 34.6%| 2.950| 38.4%| 345| 61.6%| 2,600 36.5%
9to13
Grade 9-13 w/out
rade 1o WUt 140,185 21.4%| 99,180 21.7%| 40,470| 20.7%| 1,735 22.6%|  260| 46.4%| 1,475 20.7%
Certificate
Grade 9-13 With | 0, 630| 15.5%| 73,975 16.2%| 27.355| 14.0%| 1215 15.8% 90| 16.1%]| 1,125| 15.8%
Certificate
Trades Certificate | ) 1ol 3300 16,740] 3.7 a600] 23%| 250 3.3% o 0.0% 245 3.4%
or Diploma
Skt Ot 167,560| 25.6%| 123,130 27.0%| 43,850 22.4%| 2,010| 26.2% 70| 12.5%| 1,940| 27.2%
Non-University
Education
W/out tificat
out Certificate | ) 535l .80 31,935 7.0%| 124100 63%] 500 6.5% 25 as% 470 6.6%
or Diploma
With Certificat
T LEIeate | 103 025] 18.8%| 91,200] 20.0%| 31,440| 16.1%] 1,515 19.7%| 45| 8.0%| 1470 20.6%
or Diploma (incl.
Trades Certif.)
University 171,050| 26.1%| 107,650| 23.6%| 63,225| 32.3%| 2,010] 26.2%| 120| 21.4%| 1,890| 26.5%
Without Degree | 70,145 10.7%| 44,670] 9.8%| 25,355 13.0%| 1,330 17.3%|  120] 21.4%| 1215 17.1%
Wiout Certificat| oo honl 540 23.005| s.0%| 12010 6.1% 630 820% 110] 19.6% 520 7.3%
or Diploma
With Certifi
ith Certificate| 5 065l 540 21665 4.7%| 13340 6.8%] 700| 9.19%| 10| 1.8%| 69| 9.8%
or Diploma
——
University With | | 00 90s| 15.4%| 62,975 13.8%| 37.870] 193%] 675 8.8% o 0.0% 675 9.5%
Bachelor's Deg.
or Higher
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1. Highest Level of Schooling Attained

With respect to educational achievement, how do Latin Americans compare with Visible

Minorities as a whole and with Non-Visible Minorities in Peel Region?

Peel’s Latin Americans tend to have both less education and more education than the Non-

Visible minority population. A lower percentage of Latin Americans have less than a Grade 9

education, and a higher percentage have enrolled into University diploma and degree programs.

A higher percentage have graduated with University Certificate or Diploma while a slightly

lower percentage have graduated with a University degree.

* 6% of'the Latin American population (460) have less than a Grade 9 education, compared to
8% of both the Visible Minority and the Non-Visible Minority population respectively.

* 16% of Latin Americans (1,215) have high school completion as their highest level of educa-
tion, compared to 14% of the Visible Minority population, and 16% of the Non-Visible
Minority population.

* On average, 9% of Latin Americans in Peel have a Bachelor’s Degree, compared to 19% of
the Visible Minority population, and 14% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

FIGURE 16
HIGHEST LEVEL OF SCHOOLING OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL (1996)
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How do Latin American females compare with Latin American males in education?

 Latin American females are twice as likely as males to have less than Grade 9 education (4%). In
the Visible Minority population, the rate is 11% for females and 6% for males. Within the Non-
Visible Minority population, it is 8% for females and 7% for males.

+ The percentages of female and male Latin Americans who have Grades 9 to 13 as their
highest education, are equal (16%).

» Male Latin Americans are twice as likely to have at least a Bachelor’s degree (12%) as
females, (6%). In the Visible Minority population as a whole, the respective figures are 22%
and 16%; in the Non-Visible Minority population, 15% and 13%.

FIGURE 17
HIGHEST LEVEL OF SCHOOLING OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL, BY GENDER (1996)
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2. Fields of Study

Differences between Latin Americans and total Visible Minorities /Non-Visible Minorities

» The field of study with the highest percentage of Latin Americans is that of “Commerce,
Management and Business Administration” (11%). The comparative figures for the Visible
Minority population and Non-Visible Minority population respectively are 12% and 11%.

*  10% of Peel’s Latin Americans study Engineering and Applied Science Technologies and
Trade, as do 95% of all Visible Minorities and 10% of Non-Visible Minorities.

Differences Between Males and Females

Within the total Latin American population, less females than males have no specialization or post-
secondary qualification, 58% (2,295) vs. 60% (2,235).

» Female Latin Americans are more represented than males in the following fields: educational,
recreational and counselling services (5% of females to 2% of males); commerce, management
and business administration (16% to 7%); and health professions (4% to 1%).

« Males are more represented in the following fields of study: engineering and applied science
technologies and trades (17% of males to 4% of females); engineering and applied sciences
(6% to 1%).
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B.EMPLOYMENT (TABLES 10.1-10.6.7 IN APPENDIX)

Note: Findings in this section on employment pertain to Peel residents age 15 and over. Note also that this

data is from 1996 and employment rates are particularly subject to change.

TABLE 10

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION (AGE 15+) IN PEEL

BY LABOUR FORCE STATUS (1996)

Population of Non- Visible [ Visible Minority Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian
Peel in Private Minority Population Latin American | Latin American| Born Latin
Households Population Population Population | American Pop.
Total Population | 554 370(100.0%| 456,790[100.0%| 195,780[100.0%|  7,680{100.0%|  560|100.0%| 7,120/100.0%
15yrs and Over
i_n“*e Labour 1 476.070( 72.8%]| 338,770| 74.2%| 136,015 69.5%] 5,425 70.6%|  325| 58.0%| 5,100 71.6%
“Orce
Employed 437,705] 91.9%| 317,450| 93.7%| 119,110 87.6%| 4,865 89.7%|  265| 81.5%| 4,595| 90.1%
Unemployed 38,365 8.1%| 21,315 6.3%| 16,905 12.4% 565 10.4% 55| 16.9%| 505 9.9%
Not In The 178,295 27.2%| 118,020 25.8%| 59,760| 30.5%| 2,255 29.4%|  240| 42.9%| 2,015 28.3%
Labour Force
Participation Rate 72.8% 74.2% 69.5% 70.6% 58.0% 71.7%
E"emplf’ymem 8.1% 6.3% 12.4% 10.3% 16.9% 9.9%
ate

1. The Labour Force in Peel

How many Latin Americans in Peel are in the labour force?
In 1996, there were 5,425 Latin Americans in the Peel labour force. They represented about 1% of
the labour force (476,070) in Peel.

What is the labour force participation rate of Latin Americans in Peel?
In 1996, the labour force participation rate, or the percentage of people either working or actively
looking for work, was 71% for Latin Americans, compared to 70% for Visible Minorities and 74%

for Non-Visible Minorities. The comparative rate for Visible Minorities in Ontario was 66%.

How many Latin Americans in Peel are employed?
In 1996, 4,865 Latin Americans in Peel were formally employed in paid jobs (90% of the Latin
American labour force).

How many Latin Americans in Peel are unemployed?
In 1996, 565 Latin Americans in Peel were unemployed. They comprised about 2% of the total group of
38,365 unemployed people in the Region.
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What is the unemployment rate for Latin Americans in Peel?

In 1996, the unemployment rate for Latin Americans in Peel was 10%, compared to 12% for all

Visible Minorities in Peel, 6% for Non-Visible Minorities, and 8% for Peel as a whole.

«  Canadian-born Latin Americans have a higher unemployment rate (at 17%) than non-Canadian-born
latin Americans (10%).

« Among the Latin Americans as a whole, the unemployment rates are 13% for females, 8% for
males; among the Non-Canadian-born, 13% and 8%; while among the Canadian-born, the rates

are in favour of the females - 15% compared to 18% for males.

FIGURE 18
THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE AMONG ADULT LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL, BY GENDER
(1996)
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What is the youth unemployment rate for Latin Americans in Peel?

In 1996, the youth unemployment rate for Latin Americans in Peel was 17%, compared to 23% for the
youth Visible Minority labour force and 13% for the Non-Visible Minority labour force population.

With respect to “class of worker,” how does the Latin American population compare to the total
Visible Minority population and the Non-Visible Minority population?

+ In 1996, the majority (89%, or 4,610) of Latin Americans in the Peel labour force were paid
employees or wage-earners, and 11% (560) were self-employed. Figures for the total Visible
Minority population are 91% and 9%, while those for the Non-Visible Minority population are
89% and 11% respectively.

+ Canadian-born Latin Americans have a lower rate of self-employment (5%) compared to the
Non-Canadian-born (11%).

+ Self-employment is slightly more common among Latin American males in the labour force, than
among Latin American females: 12% of males (340 persons) are self-employed, compared to
10% of females (225 persons).

2. Industries
What are the major industries in which Latin Americans in Peel are employed?

*  Manufacturing industries employ more than a quarter of Peel’s Latin American labour force —22%, or
1,405 people. Ofthe total Visible Minority population in Peel, 24% are in manufacturing, and among
the Non-Visible Minority population, 19%.

*  Among Latin Americans, the next most common area of employment is the retail trade industry
with 10% of the labour force (560 persons) followed by wholesale trade industries (8% or 445
persons).

* Compared to Latin Americans in Peel as a whole, Canadian-born Latin Americans are much less
likely to work in manufacturing (27% vs. 15% respectively), and at least twice as likely to be in
retail (10% vs. 23% respectively). They are also at least twice as likely to work in government
service industries (2% vs. 5% respectively).

» Latin American females are more likely than males to work in retail trade (13% vs. 8%); finance
and insurance (4% vs. 2%); government services (3% vs. 2%); and health and social services
(8% vs. 1%).
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What are some of the issues with respect to occupations of Latin Americans?

L]

Latin Americans are under-represented in management occupations, compared to the Non-Vis-
ible Minority population. 6% of Latin Americans are in this classification, compared to 12% of
Non-Visible Minorities.

Latin Americans are also under-represented in “social science, education, government and reli-
gion,” at 2%, compared to 6% for Non-Visible Minorities.

18% of Latin Americans work in “occupations unique to processing and manufacturing,” com-
pared to 16% of the Visible Minority population and 8% of Non-Visible Minorities.

Among Canadian-born Latin Americans, the largest occupational classification is “sales and
service,” at 51%, compared to 29% for the total Latin American labour force, and 23% for Non-
Visible Minorities.

Latin American females are less likely than Latin American males to be involved in management
(5% vs. 7%), and are also less represented in “trades, transport and equipment operators,” (3%
vs. 24%). Females are more represented in business, finance and administration (27% vs. 11%).

FIGURE 20
TOP 5 OCCUPATIONS OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL (1996)
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Business, Finance & A o 2d Servies (21.2%) | Sales and Service (23.1%)

(18.3%)
Uccupations Unique to Uccupations Unique to Ttades, Transport &
Processing & Processing & Equipment Operators
Manufacturing (18.2%) Manufacturing (15.8%) (14.2%)
Trades, Transport & Trades, Transport & .
g ; Management Occupations
Equipment Operators Equipment Operators (11.8%)
. 0
(14.5%) (11.4%)

Occupations Unique to
Processing &
Manufacturing (7.6%)

Management Occupations | Management Occupations
(6.1%) (7.5%)
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3. Job Position

What are some of the issues regarding job position among Latin Americans?
In general, Peel’s Latin Americans, like other Visible Minorities, are under-represented in the higher-

status, higher-paying positions and over-represented in lower-status, lower-paying positions. The

differences are more extreme for females than for males.

20%
| " . Latin Americans 17.9%
|
‘ 0 Visible Minorities &
. 0
. | @Non-Visible Minorities
oe—1
10% .
0.3% 0.5% 7
0% | 1

Peel’s Latin Americans, like other Visible Minorities, are under-represented in management po-
sitions. 0.3% of Peel’s Latin Americans, and 1.6% of Non-Visible Minorities are in the Senior
Manager category. for “middle and other managers” the difference is 6% vs. 10% respectively.
Latin Americans are over-represented among semi-skilled manual workers: 18% (970) com-
pared to 16% for the total Visible Minority population and 11% for Non-Visible Minorities.
Latin Americans are well represented in other manual labour positions: 6% compared to 5% of the
total Visible Minority population, and 3% of Non-Visible Minorities.

Female Latin Americans are less represented in middle management positions than males, (5% vs.
7%), skilled crafts and trades (0.4% vs. 14%); and semi-skilled manual workers (11% vs. 24%).
They are more represented in administratative & senior clerical positions (6% vs. 1%), clerical

positions (20% vs. 9%), and sales and service positions (18% vs. 10%)

FIGURE 21
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION (AGE 15+) IN PEEL,
BY JOB POSITION (1996)

Middle Management Professionals Semi-skilled Manual Other Manual
Workers Workers

Senior Management
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C. INCOME (TABLES 11.1.0-11.4.7 IN APPENDIX)

TABLE 11

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN POPULATION (AGE 15+) IN PEEL,
BY EMPLOYMENT INCOME (1996)

Income

Population of Non- Visible [ Visible Minority Total Canadian Born | Non-Canadian

Peel in Private Minority Population Latin American | Latin American| Born Latin

Households Population Population Population | American Pop.
gg:iélf;ii‘;‘gm 480,675100.0%| 345,185|100.0%| 134,230{100.0%|  5,370]100.0%|  350|100.0%| 5,020[100.0%
$1 - $9,999 106,585 22.2%| 70,360| 20.4%| 35,900] 26.7%| 1,450 27.0%| 280| 80.0%| 1,170] 23.3%
$10,000-819,999 | 72,120] 15.0%| 47,675 13.8%| 24,245 18.1%] 1,090] 20.3% 40[ 11.4%| 1,050] 20.9%
$20,000-$29,999 | 85,480| 17.8%| 58,050 16.8%| 27,250[ 20.3%| 1,230] 22.9% 35| 10.0%| 1,195 23.8%
$30,000-839,999 | 81,700 17.0%| 60,730 17.6%| 20,710[ 15.4% 780 14.5% ol 0.0%| 780 15.5%
$40,000-849,999 | 53,220] 11.1%| 41,430 12.0%| 11,645 8.7% 410 7.6% ol 0.0%| 410 8.2%
$50,000-874,999 | 59,330| 12.3%| 48,005 13.9%| 11,180 8.3% 310 5.8% ol 0.0%| 310 6.2%
$75,000-899,999 | 12,995 2.7%| 10,855 3.1%| 2,130 1.6% 70| 1.3% ol 0.0% 70 1.4%
$100,000+ 9,240 1.9%| 8,080] 2.3%| 1,155] 0.9% 25| 0.5% ol 0.0%| 30 0.6%
gr‘;;f;g;mcmmcomc $30,481 $32,656 $24,922 $22,989 $6,802 $24,121
VedisnBmploymer] ™ eapisa $28,963 $21,894 $20,059 $3,966 $21,065

On the whole, the Visible Minority population earns significantly less than the Non-Visible Minority popu-

lation and has a higher incidence of people living on low incomes. In general, the average income of Latin

Americans in Peel is significantly lower than the average income of the Non-Visible Minority population.

It must be acknowledged, however, that there are significant differences within the Latin American popu-

lation. Some earn greater incomes than others.

1. Individual Income

What is the composition of income in the Latin American population of Peel?

¢ In 1996, employment provided 85% of the total income of Latin Americans; the comparative figure
for the total Visible Minority population in Peel is 86%, and for the Non-Visible Minority population,

84%.

*  Government transfer payments (Welfare, Employment Insurance, Pensions and the like) provide 12%

of the total income of Latin Americans compared to 10% for Visible Minorities as a whole, and 8%
for Non-Visible Minorities;
» Latin American females are more dependent than Latin American males on government transfer pay-

ments; females receive 17% of their income from this source; for males, the figureis 10%.

» (Canadian-born Latin American females are more dependent on government transfer payments than

Canadian-born Latin American males: 19% of their income comes from this source compared to 3%

for males.

The Social Planning Council of Peel
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*  “Other income” sources (which include investment income) provide 3% of the income of Latin Ameri-
cans, 4% of the income of Visible Minority population as a whole, compared to 8% for Non-Visible

Minorities.

2. Employment Income

Note: all employment income figures relate only to the population in the labour force.

What is the employment income picture for Peel’s Latin Americans?

In 1996, the average employment income of Peel’s Latin Americans was $22,989, compared to

$24,922 for Visible Minorities and $32,656 for Non-Visible Minorities.

* 8% ofall Latin Americans in the labour force earn $50,000 or more per annum. The comparable

figures for Visible Minorities and Non-Visible Minorities are 11% and 19% respectively.

* Latin American females have an average annual income of $17,176, compared to $27,653 for

Latin American males.

» Latin Americans in Mississauga earn slightly less than those in Brampton ($23,332 vs. $22,056).

FIGURE 22

AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT INCOME OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL, BY GENDER (1996)
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3. Family income

Note: family income is defined as the income of all residents of a household on a collective basis.

What is the average family income for Latin Americans in Peel?

In 1996, the average annual income for Latin American families in Peel was $47,488. Total Visible Minor-

ity families in Peel averaged $50,864; Non-Visible Minority families averaged $70,511.

*  Among Latin American families, the Canadian-born families have a lower average income: $28,623
compared to $47,790 for Non-Canadian-born Latin American families.

FIGURE 23
AVERAGE CENSUS FAMILY INCOME OF LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL (1996)
880,000
$70,000 )
$60,000 _
$50,000 | #0:368 $47,488 $47,790
$40,000 | ’

$28,623

$30,000 |
$20,000 |
$10,000
$0 |
Non-Visible Visible Minorities  All Latin Americans Canadian-Born Latin  Non-Canadian Born
Minorities Americans Latin Americans
FIGURE 24
AVERAGE INCOME OF LATIN AMERICAN LONE-PARENT FAMILIES IN PEEL (1996)
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What is the average income for Latin American lone-parent families in Peel?

In 1996, the average annual income of Latin American lone-parent families was $24,565, compared

to $29,039 for lone-parent families in the Visible Minority population as a whole, and $40,299 for

lone-parent families in the Non-Visible Minority population.

* The average annual income of Latin American, male lone-parent families was $31,612 com-
pared to $34,535 for male lone-parent families in the Visible Minority population, and $54,611
for male lone-parent families in the Non-Visible Minority population.

» The average annual income of female lone-parent Latin American families was $22,943 com-
pared to $28,050 for female lone-parents in the Visible Minority population, and $37,215 for
those in the Non-Visible Minority population.

What is the distribution of family incomes within the Latin American population of Peel?

In 1996:

* 9% (230) of Latin American families in Peel earned under $10,000 compared to 10% of all
Visible Minority families, and 3% of Non-Visible Minority families.

¢ 42%(1,135) of Latin American families earned $50,000 or more, compared to 45% of all Visible
Minority families and 65% of Non-Visible Minority families.

What is the incidence of low income among Peel’s Visible Minovities?

Note: The federal government’s “Low Income Cut-Off” or poverty lines are defined in Figure 25. The
figures in this section on low income cover total persons in private households, age 15 and over.

FIGURE 25
STATISTICS CANADA’S LOW INCOME CUT-OFFS (1986 BASE) FOR 1997

Fg?;ily Cities of 100,000- Lﬂml?::)l,l(;l(;g s Less than Rural

500,000+ 499,000 99,999 30,000 Areas
| 16,230 14,355 14,004 12,766 11,110
2 22,121 19,432 18,982 17,302 15,062
3 28,119 24,700 24,128 21,994 19,143
4 32377 28,434 27,780 25,325 22,040
5 35373 31,068 30,351 27,668 24,082
6 38,397 33,721 32,944 30,031 26,140
T+ 41,297 36,273 35,435 32,303 28,115
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*  22% ofPeel’s Latin Americans, or 1,695 people, live on low incomes (live in poverty) compared to
22% of Visible Minorities, and 10% of Non-Visible Minorities.
* Non-Canadian-born Latin Americans are more likely to live below the poverty line (23%) than

Canadian-born Latin Americans (16%).

e 20% of Latin American males live below the poverty line, as do 20% of Visible Minority males

and 9% of Non-Visible Minority males.

*  24% of Latin American females live below the poverty line, compared to 23% of females in the

Visible Minority population and 12% of those in the Non-Visible Minority population.

FIGURE 26

LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL LIVING ON LOW INCOMES (1996)
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FIGURE 27

LATIN AMERICANS IN PEEL LIVING ON LOW INCOMES, BY GENDER (1996)
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ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

The Latin American population is not a homogenous population when it comes to their socio-
economic characteristics. This is true of most population groups in Peel, Canada, and around the
world. To develop policies and programs that are effective for Latin Americans in Peel, govern-
ment, business, and the non-profit sector need to accommodate and respond to the differences

among Latin Americans as well as to their similarities.

Educational Issues
The Latin Americans compared to both the Visible Minority and Non-Visible Minority populations
have amuch lower proportion of people with university degrees.

As in the general population, there is the usual difference between men and women, with men having

more formal education, and more university education than women.

Language Issues

Many Latin Americans do not have English as their mother tongue. Furthermore, many Latin Ameri-
cans are new immigrants and must also contend with the challenge of learning the Canadian way of
life, while learning English and looking for employment at the same time.

There is a need for English literacy classes, for ESL classes for professionals, for training in skilled
and unskilled occupations, etc.

Employment issues

¢ What barriers do Latin Americans face in the Canadian labour market?

¢ What barriers do they face in the job-search process, in securing pre-employment training, in
advancing/being promoted in the workplace?

¢ How are these barriers being made known to policy-makers, employers, and service providers?
How are these barriers being addressed by Latin Americans, employers and service providers?

¢ What are the issues facing Latin Americans in management positions? What kinds of supports
are appropriate for this group of professionals?

¢ What are the issues facing Latin Americans in the trades, in semi-skilled and manual labourer
positions? What kinds of supports are appropriate for these groups of workers?
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Employment Training Services

Another factor to take into consideration is the reality that most Latin Americans are dealing with

several social and cultural challenges while seeking to improve their socio-economic situation: They

have to learn English, to learn how to settle and integrate into everyday Canadian society, how to

look for a job (Canadian-style), how to deal with being a racial minority in a predominantly White

society, etc.

¢ To what extent are employment and training services addressing the many challenges faced by
Latin Americans?

¢ To what extent do these programs and services take a holistic approach to the Latin American
job-seeker and trainee?

¢ To what extent do they pay attention to the psycho-social aspects of being an immigrant, a racial
minority, and a linguistic minority all at the same time?

¢ To what extent are gender and class differences addressed in employment training services for

Latin Americans in Peel?
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