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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE SOCIAL PLANNING COUNCIL OF PEEL

The Social Planning Council of Peel is an independent, non-profit organization that promotes the
values of social justice and citizen participation. It does this by facilitating citizen participation in

the identification of social issues and in the planning and implementation of collaborative actions
to address those issues.

The Social Planning Council of Peel achieves its Mission through the following activities:

1. Research;
2. Public Education;
3. Community Development.

The Social Planning Council of Peel iv



A Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population in Peel (1996) September 2000

FOREWORD

The Region of Peel is undergoing what amounts to be a real-world social experiment, an experi-
ment that can yield valuable lessons for Canada and the rest of the world. This experiment involves
discovering how a tremendously diverse population, made up of people from all over the world, of

different races and cultures, can live and prosper together in harmony.

Few parts of Canada, and probably the world, have such a diversity of Visible Minorities as Peel
Region. In Canada, Visible Minorities represent 11percent of the population; in Ontario, the com-
parable figure is 16 percent. However, in Peel, Visible Minorities comprise 31 percent of the total
population. The comparable figure for Toronto is 37 percent.

Information on Visible Minorities is an essential resource for citizen participation in community
development and the public policy-making process. If citizens are going to make plans for their
community, develop programs, and advocate for social and policy change, they must know about
the state of their community: characteristics of the population, the economy, and the social infra-

structure (and so on).
This report is one of ten reports on the Visible Minority population in Peel Region:
¢ A Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the South Asian Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Black Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Chinese Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Filipino Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Southeast Asian Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Latin American Population in Peel, 1996.
¢ A Social Profile of the Arab/West Asian Population in Peel, 1996.

¢ Visible Minorities and Employment in Peel: Findings from Focus Group Discussions with

Visible Minorities and Service Providers

¢ An Inventory of Agencies and Services for Immigrants and Visible Minorities in Peel
Region

The Social Planning Council of Peel v
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INTRODUCTION

What is the definition of “Visible Minority”?

The definition of “Visible Minority” used in this report is the one provided by the Federal govern-
ment of Canada in its Employment Equity legislation. The following is a paraphrase of the official

definition:

* A Visible Minority person is someone who is non-Caucasian or non-white and non-Aboriginal.
Visible Minority groups in Canada are: Blacks, South Asians, Chinese, Southeast Asians, Ar-

abs/West Asians, Filipinos, Latin Americans, Japanese, and Koreans.

What is the Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population of Peel (1996)?

The Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population of Peel is a resource document for social
planning and policy-making in the Region of Peel. This document describes the Visible Minority
population in Peel as a whole.* More specifically, it provides information about that population in
the following three areas:

- demographic characteristics;

- household and family characteristics;

- socio-economic characteristics.

For purposes of comparison, the report sometimes provides comments on differences and similari-
ties between the following groups:

- Visible Minorities and Non-Visible Minorities;

- Visible Minorities in Mississauga, Brampton and Caledon;

- Male and Female Visible Minorities;

- Canadian-born and Non-Canadian-born Visible Minorities.

The tables in the Appendix provide detailed information on these sub-groups within the Visible

Minority population as a whole.

* The reader should note that in addition to this report, there are seven other reports on the Visible
Minority population in Peel: one for each of seven distinct Visible Minority groups in Peel:
South Asians, Blacks, Chinese, Southeast Asians, Filipinos, Latin Americans, and Arabs/West

Asians. (Reports were not written on the Japanese and Korean groups.)

The Social Planning Council of Peel 1
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For Whom is The Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population of Peel (1996) written?

This Profile is written for mainly two audiences. It is written to be of value to agencies and organi-
zations who provide employment training and support services. Many of their clients and trainees
will be Visible Minorities. To serve these clients and trainees well, service providers need informa-
tion about them. This report provides some of that information. The Profile is also written prima-
rily for community-based, non-profit organizations in Peel’s human services sector, especially those
that are small and under-funded. Such organizations often do not have the financial resources and
organizational capacity to do background research for their programs and services. It is hoped that
they can use the Profile to help them write proposals, plan programs and services, conduct market-

ing and outreach, etc.

What are the major themes or findings of The Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population of
Peel (1996)?

The Visible Minority population in Peel has the following characteristics:
* A large population,
* A large youth population,
* A very, very large, Canadian-born youth population,
* A large immigrant population,
* A highly educated population (and better educated than the non-Visible Minority popula-
tion),
* A large unemployed population,
* An under-paid population.

These characteristics of the Visible Minority population in Peel suggest the need for much coordi-
nation and collaboration among different policy-makers and human service agencies in order to

develop effective social policies and programs for the Visible Minority population.

The Visible Minority population in Peel is not a homogenous population.
¢ There are differences within each of the nine Visible Minority groups.
* There are differences among the nine Visible Minority groups.
* There are differences between Canadian-born Visible Minorities and immigrant Visible
Minorities.
* There are differences between male and female Visible Minorities.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 2
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What are some of the limitations of the Social Profile of the Visible Minovity Population of Peel,
19962

This report is primarily a descriptive report. It is not an analytical report. It does not provide in-
depth discussion and analysis of the characteristics of the population under study. Another limita-
tion of this report is the fact that it does not focus on specific Visible Minority groups in Peel. As
well, no major attempt is made to compare one Visible Minority group to another. However, in the
statistical tables in the Appendix of the report, the reader will find detailed statistics on each of the

nine specific Visible Minority groups in Peel.

A Note To the Reader About the Statistics Presented in the Report

* All population figures are for residents of private households. Anyone in the Region not in a
private household, such as those in institutions (in chronic hospital care, nursing homes, correc-

tional facilities etc.), is not included in this report.
* All decimal statistics have been rounded to the nearest whole number.

*  When comparing figures among Peel’s municipalities of Mississauga, Brampton and Caledon,
the reader should keep in mind the extreme differences in population size. The 1996 Census of
Canada reported that the total population of Peel in 1996 was 848,625. Mississauga has a
population of 542,000 or 64% of the total Peel population. Brampton has a population 0f 266,975
or 31% of the Peel population. Caledon’s population is very small: 39,655 or 5% of the Peel
population.

* Itis also important to bear in mind significant differences in the size of each of the nine Visible
Minority groups that make up the Visible Minority population (especially for purposes of iden-
tifying policy and program priorities, extent of need, etc.). For example, in 1996, there were
2,525 Japanese in Peel, compared to 96,690 South Asians and 55,836 Blacks.

¢ When comparing figures between Canadian-born and non-Canadian-born Visible Minorities,
the reader should bear in mind the huge proportion of Canadian-born who are young people:
92% of Canadian-born Visible Minorities in Peel are under age 25; 69% are under age 15.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 3
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HIGHLIGHTS

A DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE VISIBLE MINORITY POPULATION IN PEEL
(1996)

POPULATION SIZE

* In 1996, there were 265,095 Visible Minorities in Peel. They represented 31% of the total Peel
population.

» Mississauga has the largest number and proportion of Visible Minorities in Peel. Mississauga
has 188,770 Visible Minorities (69.3% of the Peel population); Brampton has 79,915 (30.1%);
Caledon has 1,410 (0.5%).

* South Asians are the largest Visible Minority group in Peel (96,690 or 11% of the Peel popula-
tion). Blacks are the second largest group (55,835 or 7% of Peel’s population). The third
largest group is the Chinese (34,870 or 4% of the Peel population).

GENDER

*  Women slightly outnumber males in the Visible Minority population in Peel: 134,810 (51%)
compared to 130,285 (49%) respectively. This pattern does not hold in the Japanese and Arab/
West Asian groups, where men outnumber women.

AGE

* The Visible Minority population has a higher proportion of people under age 15 than the Non-
Visible Minority population (26% versus 21% respectively). Within the Visible Minority popu-
lation, Blacks have the highest proportion of people under age 15 (29%).

*  92% of the Canadian-born Visible Minorities in Peel are under age 25.

* The Chinese and Japanese have the highest proportions of people over age 65.

MARITAL STATUS

* In 1996, 59% of Visible Minorities were married, compared to 58% of Non-Visible Minorities.

* 3% of Visible Minorities are separated or divorced, compared to 6% of Non-Visible Minorities.

LANGUAGE

*  48% of Visible Minorities in Peel have English as their mother tongue, compared to 74% of the
Non-Visible Minority population.

* 63 % of Visible Minorities in Peel use English as their home language, compared to 88% of the
Non-Visible Minority population.

IMMIGRATION

*  69% of Visible Minorities in Peel are immigrants, compared to 27% of Non-Visible Minorities
in Peel, and 40% of the total Peel population. Among the Visible Minority groups, the Chinese
and Arabs/West Asians have the highest proportions of immigrants (77% each). The Japanese
have the lowest (18%).

The Social Planning Council of Peel 4
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A. TOTAL POPULATION (TABLES 1.0 - 1.24 IN APPENDIX)

The Visible Minority population of Peel is a large component of the Peel population. This is a
major change in a Region that began several decades ago as a small, rural, European, Christian
community. Today, Peel is a large, urban, multicultural, multilingual, multiracial, and multifaith
Region. While this has brought tremendous strengths and skills to the Region, it has also created
pressures for change in the Region’s social services system, and the social policies and practices
that reinforce that system. In many cases, these pressures involve meeting the needs of people who
are not familiar with English or French, and whose experience and expectations of government and

citizenship are different from those of Non-Visible Minority persons in Canada.

1. Population Size

Figure 1
Size of the Visible Minority Population in Peel (1996)

Peel 581,160
Ontario 8,794,880
Canada 5 4143 850 24,431,310
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Evisible Minority Population ~ CINon-Visible Minority Population
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How many Visible Minorvities live in Peel Region?

In 1996, there were 265,095 Visible Minority persons living in Peel Region. They represented
31% of the total Peel population.

Figure 2
Population Size of Each of the Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel
(1996)
100,000
90,000 -
80,000
70,000 H
60,000
50,000 H
40,000
30,000
20,000 1{
12,065 10’340 9,810
10,000 H ' 3,130 2,525
0 ‘.'Ii'l
South Black Chinese Filipino Arab and Latin Southeast  Korean  Japanese

Asian West Asian American Asian

* The largest Visible Minority group in Peel is the South Asian group. There are 96,690 South
Asians in Peel. They constitute 37% of the total Visible Minority population in Peel, and 11%
of the total Peel population. The second and third largest groups are the Black (55,835 or 21%
of the Visible Minority population) and the Chinese (34,870 or 13% of the Visible Minority
population) groups respectively.

* The smallest Visible Minority group in Peel is the Japanese: 2,525 people; 1% of the Visible
Minority population, and 0.3% of Peel’s total population.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 6
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How many of the Visible Minorvities in Peel are Canadian-born?

In 1996, 76,775 persons or 29% of the Visible Minority population in Peel were Canadian-born,
compared to 73% of the Non-Visible Minority population in Peel.

Figure 3
Percentage of Visible Minority Group that is Canadian-born, Peel
(1996)

80%

-

50%
39.2%

40%

30%

19.7%

24.1%

23.6% 22.6% 22.4%

20%

10% H-

0% +- . - :
Japanese Black South Asian  Korean Southeast Filipino Chinese Latin Arab and
Asian American West Asian

Within the Visible Minority population in Peel, the Japanese have the largest percentage of
Canadian-born persons (68%).

* The Arabs/West Asians have the smallest percentage of Canadian-born persons (20%).

The Social Planning Council of Peel 7
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2. Peel’s Municipalities
How many Visible Minorities live in each of Peel’s three municipalities?

The distribution of Peel’s Visible Minority population among Peel’s two cities and one town is

presented below.

Figure 4
Visible Minority Population of Peel, by Municipality (1996)

300,000

250,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

50,000

1,410

Peel Mississauga Brampton Caledon

* The majority of Peel’s Visible Minority population lives in Mississauga; Mississauga also has
the highest proportion of Visible Minorities among its own population - 34%.

* Caledon has the highest proportion of Canadian-born Visible Minorities (45%, compared to
33% in Brampton and 27% in Mississauga).

* Caledon is very unlike Mississauga and Brampton, in that it is not a racially diverse society.
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Figure 5
Distribution of Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel,
by Municipality (1996)
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3. A Comparative Perspective of Visible Minorities in Peel

¢ Peel in Comparison to Canada
11% of Canada’s population consists of Visible Minorities, compared to 31% in Peel.

¢ Peel in Comparison to Ontario
16% of Ontario’s population consists of Visible Minorities compared to 31% in Peel.

¢ Peel in Comparison to the Greater Toronto Area (GTA)
30% of the GTA population consists of Visible Minorities compared to 31% in Peel.

Peel has the second largest Visible Minority population in the GTA. The racial diversity of
Peel’s population rivals that of next-door Toronto, proclaimed by the United Nations to be the
world’s most ethnically diverse city. In Toronto, Visible Minorities comprise 37% of the popula-
tion; in Peel, they comprise 31%. This percentage is ahead of those in other neighbouring Regional
Municipalities: Halton, (7%), York (24%), and Durham (10%).

Figure 6
Visible Minority Population in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), 1996
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B. GENDER (TABLES 2.0 - 2.5 IN APPENDIX)

There are roughly equal percentages of males and females among Peel’s Visible Minorities (with
females outnumbering males by a very slight majority). Differences from this pattern are found in

the Japanese and Arab/West Asian groups, and in the Canadian-born Visible Minority population

as a whole.
Figure 7
Population of Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel, by Gender (1996)
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How is Peel’s Visible Minority population distributed by sex?

In 1996 there were 130,285 (49%) male Visible Minorities and 134,810 (51%) female Visible

Minorities in Peel. When the sexes are looked at more closely within each Visible Minority group,

some differences do surface:

» The Japanese have the highest proportion of males (54%). The Arabs/West Asians are second
with 52%.

* The Filipinos have the highest proportion of females (54%). Blacks and Koreans have 52% of
their population as female.

* Among immigrant Visible Minorities, males slightly outnumber females in only two groups:
Arabs/West Asians (53% vs. 47%) and Japanese (52% to 48%). Among other non-Canadian
born or immigrant Visible Minorities, females slightly outnumber males.

The Social Planning Council of Peel 12
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C. AGE (TABLES 3.0 - 3-5 IN APPENDIX)

The Visible Minority population in Peel is, relatively speaking, younger than the Non-Visible Mi-
nority population and the Peel population as a whole. There is a higher proportion of children
under age 15 and a lower proportion of people over age 65 in the Visible Minority population. This
situation is even more evident in the Canadian-born segment of the Visible Minority population.
One of the most outstanding statistics for the Visible Minority population in Peel relates to
the size of the youth population among Canadian-born Visible Minorities: 92% is under age
25; 69% is under age 15.

What is the age distribution of Peel’s Visible Minority Population?
The distribution of the Visible Minority population in Peel is presented in the following Figure.

Figure 8
Distribution of the Visible Minority Population in Peel, by Age Group
40.0% (1996) —
NS o
8 3 9
% — =
B peg| -
30.0% 1 I [T i B
Ovisible Minority | .
2
25.0% 1o ONon-Visible Minority N
(3]
20.0%
15.0% 1 I
R R
10.0% 1 § :‘:w:.ﬁ-- —§-—§—§— §.§' =
ke 6 N~ T o © ¥
5.0% - -
0.0% - . ' .
0-14 yrs 15-19 yrs 20-24 yrs 25-44 yrs 45-64 yrs 65 yrs and over
Age Group

*  26% of Visible Minorities are under age 15, compared to 21% of the Non-Visible Minority
population.

* 35% of Visible Minorities in Peel are in the prime working age group (ages 25-44); the same
percentage is found among Non-Visible Minorities.

e 5% ofthe Visible Minority population is 65 years or older, compared to 8% of the Non-Visible
Minority population.
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Blacks have the highest proportion of people under age 15 (29%); they are closely followed by
the Arabs/West Asians (28%).

Among Visible Minorities, the Koreans and Chinese (both at 21%) have the smallest propor-
tions of people under age 15.

92% of Canadian-born Visible Minorities in Peel are under age 25.

69% of Canadian-born Visible Minority individuals are under age 15, compared to 9% of im-
migrant Visible Minorities.

The groups with the highest percentages of people in the 25 to 44 age group are the Southeast
Asians (42%), Latin Americans, and Arabs/West Asians (both at 39%).

The group with the highest percentage of seniors (age 65+) is the Chinese (8%).

Figure 9
Distribution of the Visible Minority Population in Peel, by Age Group
and Place of Birth (1996)
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Which of Peel’s three municipalities has the oldest and youngest Visible Minovrity population?

The age distribution of all groups in Mississauga and Brampton is fairly similar except for the

Japanese group. The Japanese group in Brampton is older: 9% of that group is 65 years and over,

compared to 6% in Mississauga.

Brampton has the highest percentage of Visible Minorities under age 15 (28%) compared to
Mississauga (26%) and Caledon (24%).
Mississauga has the highest percentage of Visible Minority seniors in Peel: 5% compared to

4% in Brampton, and 3% in Caledon.
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D. MARITAL STATUS (TABLES 4.0 — 4.5 IN APPENDIX)

Note: all figures for Marital Status relate only to individuals age 15 and over.

There are significant similarities and differences in marital arrangements among Peel’s Visible
Minority groups. The proportions of married people among both Visible Minorities and Non-
Visible Minorities are quite similar. However, the divorce rate among Visible Minorities is half
that of the Non-Visible Minorities. There is also a significantly lower proportion of common-law
couples in the Visible Minority population. It is in the single/never married group that the Visible
Minorities have a higher proportion of people than the Non-Visible Minorities. In other words,
marriage-breakdown is more prevalent in the Non-Visible Minority population, while marriage-

seeking is more prevalent in the Visible Minority population.

Figure 10
The Visible Minority Population in Peel, by Marital Status (1996)
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How many single (never married) Visible Minorvities live in Peel?

In 1996, there were 62,005 or 32% Visible Minorities in Peel who were single, compared to 28% of
the Non-Visible Minority population.

* Blacks and Southeast Asians have the highest proportion of single people: 42% and 37% re-
spectively.

* South Asians have the lowest proportion of single people (25%); they also have the highest rate
of legally-married persons (67%).

* In all Visible Minority groups, more males than females have never legally married. 34% of
Visible Minority males have never been married, compared to 30% of females. Among Non-

Visible Minorities, the figures are 31% for males, and 25% for females.
How many married Visible Minovities live in Peel?
In 1996, 114,710 Visible Minorities in Peel were legally married and not separated. They repre-
sented 59% of the Visible Minority population; the respective figure for Non-Visible Minorities
was 58%.
* The highest rate of marriage is within the South Asian (67%) and Chinese (61%) groups.
* The lowest rate of marriage is within the Black group (42%).

How many Visible Minorities in Peel live in common-law relationships?

In 1996, 4,405 or 2% of the Visible Minority population in Peel lived in common-law relationships
compared to 5.5% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

* Common-law relationships are most common among Blacks (5%), Southeast Asians (3%) and
Latin Americans (3%).
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How many separated and divorced Visible Minovities are there in Peel?

In 1996, 11,815 Visible Minorities in Peel were separated or divorced; they represented 6% of the
Visible Minority population over age 15. The respective figure for the Non-Visible Minority popu-

lation was 9%.

Visible Minorities have half the divorce rate of Non-Visible Minorities: 3% versus 6% respec-
tively.

The highest divorce rates among different Visible Minority groups are found among Black
women (8%), Latin American women (7%), and Southeast Asian women (4%). The divorce
rate for Non-Visible Minority women is 7%.

The lowest divorce rate among Visible Minorities in Peel is to be found in the South Asian
group (2%).

Rates for Visible Minorities who are separated but still legally married tend to be higher among
women than men: 3% versus 2% respectively.

The highest rates for separated yet legally married persons are found among Black women
(7%), Latin American women (6%) and Southeast Asian women (5%), compared to 4% for the

Non-Visible Minority female population.

Figure 11
Marital Status of Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel (1996)
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E. LANGUAGE (TABLES 5.1 -5.2.5 IN APPENDIX)

Note: Census data provides information on English, French and Non-Official languages. Since French is
not significant in the Region’s statistics (onlyl % of people in the Region have French as a mother
tongue, and 0.5% have it as a Home Language), this report concentrates on comparing the use of

English with the use of Non-Official languages.

A minority of the Visible Minority population in Peel speak English as their mother tongue. A
majority speak English as their home language.

How many Visible Minorities in Peel speak English as their mother tongue?

In 1996, 128,335 or 48% of the Visible Minority population in Peel had English as their mother

tongue, compared to 74% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

* English as a mother tongue is most common among Blacks (94%) and Japanese (58%).

¢ The groups with the lowest proportion of people for whom English is the mother tongue are the
Chinese and Latin Americans (both with 20%) and the Southeast Asians (19%).

How many Visible Minorities in Peel speak a language other than English as their mother tongue?
In 1996, 135,580 or 51% of the Visible Minority population in Peel reported a non-official lan-
guage as their mother tongue, compared to 24% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

What is the most common home language among Visible Minorities?

In 1996, English was the home language for 63% of Visible Minorities, compared to 88% of the

Non-Visible Minority population.

 The highest use of English as a home language is among Blacks (96%).

* The lowest use of English as a home language is among Southeast Asians (32%) and the Chi-
nese (36%).

* There is a dramatic difference between mother tongue and home language among several Vis-
ible Minority groups. Differences are most noticeable among Koreans (21% have English as a
mother tongue, compared to 41% who indicate that it is their home language), Latin Americans
(20% compared to 44%), and Arabs/West Asians (22% compared to 50%).

* In Brampton, the Chinese, Arabs/West Asians, Japanese, and Koreans tend to have more peo-
ple with English as a mother tongue and home language than the same groups in Mississauga.
(This may be a reflection of the fact that a higher proportion of Visible Minorities in Brampton
are Canadian-born.)

*  Only 12% of Caledon’s Visible Minorities speak a Non-Official language at home, compared
to 32% in Brampton and 39% in Mississauga.
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What is the level of knowledge of one of Canada’s official languages among the Visible Minority

population in Peel?

Knowledge of Canada’s official languages is high among Visible Minorities. Despite the high

percentage of immigrants among them, only 6% of Visible Minorities indicated (in 1996) that they

had no knowledge of either official language (compared to 2% of Non-Visible Minorities).

* Females are significantly more likely to lack knowledge of English - among both Visible Mi-
norities and Non-Visible Minorities: (8% for females, 5% for males in the Visible Minority

population); (2% for females, 1% for males in the Non-Visible Minority population).

¢ Lack of knowledge of English is highest among the Chinese (13%) and Southeast Asians (12%).

* Greatest understanding of the French language, among Visible Minorities, is found within the
Arab/West Asian group. In this group, 14% indicate that they have knowledge of both English
and French, nearly twice the rate of Peel’s Non-Visible Minority population (8%).

The Social Planning Council of Peel
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Figure 13
Mother Tongue and Home Language of Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel
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F. IMMIGRATION (TABLES 6.0 — 6.6 IN APPENDIX)

The main source of Peel’s population growth is immigration — 62% of the growth of the Peel
population between 1991 and 1996 was due to immigration. Many of these immigrants are Visible
Minorities, the majority of them being from Asian countries. The majority of the Visible Minori-

ties in Peel, with the exception of the Japanese, are immigrants.

Figure 14
The Immigrant Visible Minority Population in Peel by Period of
Immigration, Pre 1961 - 1996
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How many Visible Minorities in Peel are immigrants?

In 1996, there were 183,910 immigrant Visible Minorities in Peel. They represented 69% of the

total Visible Minority population in Peel; the comparable figure for immigrants in the Non-Visible

Minority population was 27%; for Peel as a whole, the figure was 40%.

* The Chinese and Arabs/West Asians have the highest percentage of immigrants: 77% each.

* The Japanese have the lowest percentage of immigrants (18%); next are the Blacks with 59%.
In all other Visible Minority groups, more than two-thirds of the people are immigrants.

* 70% of females in Visible Minority groups are immigrants, compared to 68% of males. This
female/male ratio is particularly noticeable among Filipinos - 77% of Filipino females are im-

migrants, compared to 73% of Filipino males.
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*  With respect to period of immigration, the majority of the Visible Minorities in Peel arrived
after 1961.

* Of those immigrant Visible Minorities who came to Canada before 1961, the majority were
Chinese (41%) and Blacks (31%).

* Between 1961 and 1970, the highest proportion of new immigrants in Peel were Black (39%).

* In the following decade, 1971-1980, Black, Korean and Filipino groups arrived in relatively
high numbers.

* Between 1981 and 1990, high proportions of South Asians, Latin Americans and Southeast
Asians arrived in Peel.

¢ Between 1991-1996, relatively larger proportions of the Chinese, South Asian, Arabs/West
Asian and Japanese groups arrived. The South Asians alone accounted for 42 % of the immi-
grants who arrived in that five-year period.

Figure 15
The Immigrant Visible Minority Population in Peel, by Municipality
(1996)
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Figure 16
The Visible Minority Population in Peel by Place of Birth (1996)
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Figure 17
Distribution of the Immigrant Visible Minority Population in Peel
by Visible Minority Group (1996)
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ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

The large size of the Visible Minority population in Peel.

¢

¢
¢
¢

What are the major issues facing the Visible Minority population in Peel?
How are they being addressed? How should they be addressed?
What does this mean for the development of employment legislation, policies, and programs?

What is being done in Peel to promote good and harmonious race relations?

The high proportion of young Visible Minorities under age 15

¢
¢
¢

What are the implications of this for the public school system in Peel?

What are the implications for early childhood education and childcare facilities?

These young people are exposed to Canadian culture at an early age. What are the implications
for their relationships with their parents, the majority of whom are immigrants?

What are the implications for employment opportunities for the parents of these children (chal-
lenges with respect to the job search process, participation in training programs, getting a pro-
motion, etc.)?

The connection between immigration and Visible Minority status

The majority of the Visible Minorities in Peel are immigrants. Thus, they face problems not only of

settlement and integration but also of racism (in a pre-dominantly White society).

¢

How can social programs and services for Visible Minorities in Peel address the dual chal-
lenges of settlement and the need to deal with racial discrimination?
To what extent do current programs and services for Visible Minorities in Peel address both

settlement and racial discrimination issues?

Differences among the three municipalities in Peel

¢
¢

Mississauga has the highest number of the Visible Minorities.

Brampton has the highest percentage of Canadian-born Visible Minorities, and the highest
percentage of Visible Minorities under age 15.

Caledon has a very, very small Visible Minority population, but the highest proportion of Cana-

dian-born Visible Minorities.
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What is the City of Mississauga doing to ensure equitable access to services, employment, and

other social opportunities for its racially diverse population?

How equipped are the schools in Brampton to deal with the high proportion of Visible Minority
children under age 15?7 What efforts are being made to address the needs of these children inside

and outside the classroom?

Should policies and programs developed by the Regional government of Peel be sensitive to the
Jact that Caledon, with respect to racial and cultural diversity, is not typical of the Peel population

as a whole? Caledon is unique compared to Mississauga and Brampton, and vice versa.
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HIGHLIGHTS
HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS OF THE VISIBLE MINORITY
POPULATION IN PEEL, 1996

PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS

In 1996, 78% of the Visible Minority population in Peel lived in one-family households, com-
pared to 87% of Non-Visible Minorities.

18% (47,815) of the Visible Minority population lived in multiple-family households, com-
pared to 4% of Non-Visible Minorities.

HOME OWNERSHIP

In 1996, 67% of the Visible Minority population in Peel reported owning their own homes
compared to 77% of the Non-Visible Minority population. The Chinese and Japanese had the
highest rate of home ownership; the Arabs/West Asians the lowest.

FAMILIES

In 1996 there were 68,565 Visible Minority families in Peel; 95% of these were immigrant
families; 5% were Canadian-born Visible Minority families.

82% of Visible Minority households have children at home, compared to 70% of Non-Visible
Minorities.

83% of immigrant Visible Minority families have children at home, compared to 74% of Cana-
dian-born Visible Minority families.

LONE-PARENT FAMILIES

16% of the Visible Minority families in Peel are lone-parent families, compared to 12% of
Non-Visible Minority families.

Visible Minority lone-parent families represent 29% of all lone-parent families in Peel.

24% of Canadian-born Visible Minority families are lone-parent families, compared to 13% of
Canadian-born, Non-Visible Minority families.

40% of Canadian-born Black families are lone-parent families.

PEOPLE NOT LIVING IN FAMILIES

In 1996, 4% (10,180) of Visible Minorities in Peel were not living in families, compared to 8%
of Non-Visible Minorities.
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A. PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS IN PEEL (TABLES 7.0 — 7.2.7 IN APPENDIX)

1. Types of Private Households

How many private households are there within the Visible Minovity population of Peel?
In 1996, there were 66,780 private households occupied by Visible Minorities in Peel.

How many Visible Minovities live in one-family households?
*  78% (207,095) of Visible Minorities in Peel live in one-family households, compared
to 87% of Non-Visible Minorities.
* The Japanese are the most likely of any Visible Minority group to report living in one-

family households (94%); no Japanese reported living in multi-family households.

 The group with the lowest proportion of people living in single-family households is the

South Asian group (71%).

Private Households of Visible Minorities in Peel (1996)

Figure 18
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How many Visible Minorvities live in multiple-family households?
Visible Minorities in Peel have a greater tendency to live in multiple-family households

than Non-Visible Minorities.

18% of the Visible Minority population live in multiple-family households. This is the
case for only 4% of Non-Visible Minorities.

Multiple-family households are most common among South Asians (27% living in this
arrangement), Filipinos (22%) and Southeast Asians (19%).

No Japanese reported living in multi-family households.
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Figure 19
Private Households in Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel (1996)
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2. Home Ownership (Tables 7.2 - 7.2.7)

How many Visible Minovities in Peel own their homes?
In 1996, 67% of the Visible Minority population in Peel reported owning their own homes,
compared to 77% of Non-Visible Minorities.

°

The only Visible minority group to exceed the Non-Visible Minority rate of home owner-
ship was the Chinese (87%).

The group with the lowest rate of home ownership is the Arab/West Asian group (46%).
Among all other Visible Minorities, owning exceeded renting.

More Visible Minorities own their home in Brampton (74%) compared to those in
Mississauga (64%)

In most Visible Minority groups, those who are Canadian-born are slightly more likely
(about 10% more likely) to own their own homes, except for Blacks.

Non-Canadian-born Blacks are slightly more likely to own their own homes than Canadian-
born Blacks: 58% versus 55% respectively.
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Figure 20
Housing Tenure: Ownership vs. Rental Among Nine Visible Minority
Groups in Peel (1996)
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B. FAMILIES (CENSUS FAMILES) (TABLES 8.0 — 8.5 IN APPENDIX)

Note: Statistics Canada defines a Census Family as a now-married couple (with or without never-married sons
and/or daughters of either or both spouses), a couple living common-law (with or without never-married
sons and/or daughters of either or both partners); or a lone-parent of any marital status, with at least one

never-married son or daughter living in the same dwelling.

How many Visible Minority families live in Peel?
In 1996, there were 68,565 Visible Minority families in Peel; they represented 29% of the 233,020

families in the Region.

Figure 21
Visible Minority Population in Peel by Family Structure (1996)
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1. Husband and Wife Families
How many Husband and wife families are there within the Visible Minority population in
Peel?
In 1996, there were 57,810 husband and wife Visible Minority families. They represented 84%
of all Visible Minority families (compared to 88% of Non-Visible Minority families).
* Koreans (96%) and Japanese (93%) are most likely to live in husband-and-wife families.
* The lowest rates of husband and wife families were found in the Black (66%) and Southeast

Asian (77%) groups.
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Figure 22
Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel by Types of Families (1996)
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2. Lone-parent Families
How many Visible Minority lone-parent families live in Peel?
In 1996, there were 10,755 lone-parent families in Peel’s Visible Minority population. They
represented 16% of all Visible Minority families, and 36% of the total 30,255 lone-parent fami-

lies in Peel.

* Inthe Non-Visible Minority population, 12% of the families are lone-parent families com-
pared to 16% of Visible Minority families.

* The groups with the highest rate of lone-parent families are Blacks (34%) and Southeast
Asians (23%).
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What proportion of Visible Minority lone-parent families are headed by females vs. males?

Most lone-parent families are headed by females, both among Visible Minorities (85% female
lone-parents, 15% male), and Non-Visible Minorities (82% female, 18% male).

* Canadian-born Visible Minority families have a greater tendency towards lone-parent families
than immigrant Visible Minority families: 24% of Canadian-born Visible Minority families

are lone-parents , compared to 15% of immigrant Visible Minority families.

¢ Canadian-born Visible Minority families also have a higher proportion of lone-parent fami-
lies than Canadian-born Non-Visible Minority families: 24% versus 13% respectively.

40% of Canadian-born Black families in Peel are lone-parent families.

* The lowest proportion of lone-parent families is in the Korean group (4%).

Figure 23
Visible Minority Families in Peel by Type of Family and Place of Birth
(1996)

90.0% 84.7%
80.0% 1— W B Canadian Born ..

70.0% 1 Non-Canadian Born | P

B = e - ==

B ——

40.0%

30.0% T— 24.4%

20.0% 1

10.0%

0.0% -
Lone-Parent Families Two-Parent Families

The Social Planning Council of Peel 32



A Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population in Peel (1996)

September 2000

90.0%

60.0%

50.0%

40.0%

20.0%

0.0%

Figure 24

Lone-Parent Families by Gender in the Visible Minority Population of

Peel (1996)
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Figure 25

Lone-Parent Families by Gender in Nine Visible Minority Groups in

Peel (1996)
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Figure 26

Lone-Parent Families by Gender in the Visible Minority Population of

Peel by Place of Birth (1996)
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3. Children

Families of Visible Minorities have a stronger tendency to have children at home than do those

of Non-Visible Minorities.

Figure 27
Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel, by Percentage with Children at
Home (1996)
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*  82% of Visible Minority families in Peel have children at home, compared to 70% of Non-

Visible Minority families.

* Visible Minority families most likely to have children at home are among the Latin Ameri-
cans (88%), Koreans (87%), and Blacks (86%).

* The Japanese (69%) are least likely to have children at home.

* 83% of non-Canadian-born Visible Minority families have children at home, compared to
74% of Canadian-born Visible Minority families.
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C. PEOPLE NOT LIVING IN FAMILIES (NON-FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS)
How many Visible Minorvities in Peel live in non-family households?

In 1996, there were 10,810 Visible Minorities in Peel who lived in non-family households. They

represented 4% of all Visible Minorities, and 19% of the total 58,435 people in non-family house-

holds in Peel. These are also referred to as unattached individuals.

* Few Visible Minorities (4%) live in non-family households, compared to the Non-Visible Mi-
nority population (8%).

*  Only 2% of South Asians live in non-family households.

* 7% of Black males live in non-family households compared to 4% of all male Visible Minori-
ties.

* 7% of Arab/West Asian males live in non-family households, compared to 2% of Arab/West
Asian females.

¢ 5% of Filipino females live in non-family households, compared to 2% of Filipino males.

Figure 28
Visible Minorities in Peel by Percentage in Non-Family Households
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Figure 29

8.0% Visible Minority Population Not Living in Families by Gender (1996)
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ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION
Political leaders and service providers need to take the following issues into consideration when
developing public policies, employment and human service programs for the community at large

and for Visible Minorities themselves.

¢ Economic Differences Among the Different Visible Minority Groups. (Clearly some groups,
especially the Chinese and Japanese, are much better off than the other Visible Minority Groups.)

¢ Differences between Visible Minorities and Non-Visible Minorities with respect to the defini-
tion of family (a higher proportion of Visible Minorities live in multiple family households).

¢ The greater need for childcare among Visible Minorities.

¢ Social isolation of Black males: the relatively high percentage of Black males not living in
families.

¢ Vulnerable families in the Black community: the relatively high percentage of Canadian-

born Black families that are single-parent families.

¢ The relatively high percentage of Filipino females not living in families.
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HIGHLIGHTS

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE VISIBLE MINORITY
POPULATION IN PEEL, 1996

EDUCATION

¢

Peel’s Visible Minorities are well-educated, on average, and better educated than its Non-Vis-
ible Minorities: 19% of Visible Minorities have a Bachelor’s Degree or higher compared to
14% of Non-Visible Minorities. The majority of the individual Visible Minority groups have
over 25% of their population with University degrees.

Visible Minority females tend to have less education, particularly less higher education, than
males: 17% of females have a Bachelor’s degree or higher compared to 22% of males.

EMPLOYMENT

¢

Blacks have the highest labour force participation rate - 74%, the same as that for the Non-
Visible Minority population.

The unemployment rate among Visible Minorities (12%) is twice that of Non-Visible Minori-
ties (6%).

The youth unemployment rate for Visible Minorities is 23% compared to 13% for Non-Visible
Minority youth.

The unemployment rate for immigrant Visible Minorities is 6% compared to 20% for those
born in Canada. (The reverse is true for the Non-Visible Minority population where the em-
ployment rate for immigrants is 12% compared to 6% for the Canadian-born.)

INCOME

¢

Visible Minorities in Peel have an average employment income of $24,922 compared to $32,656
for Non-Visible Minorities.

20% of the Visible Minority families live in poverty compared to 8% of the Non-Visible Mi-
nority families.

27% (35,900) of Visible Minorities in Peel earn less than $10,000 per year compared to 20% of
Non-Visible Minorities.

22% of Visible Minority individuals in Peel live on low incomes compared to 10% of Non-
Visible Minority individuals.

23% of Non-Canadian Born (immigrant) Visible Minority individuals live on low incomes,

compared to 14% of those born in Canada.
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A. EDUCATION (TABLES 9.1.0 - 9.1.7 IN APPENDIX)

Note: Findings in this section on Education pertain to Peel residents of age 15 and over.

As a group, Visible Minorities are not a minority when it comes to educational accomplishment.
They are significantly better educated than the Non-Visible Minorities. Moreover, all of the Vis-
ible Minority groups, with the exception of Blacks, Latin Americans, and Southeast Asians have
more than double the proportion of university graduates than the Non-Visible Minority group.
Only the South Asians, Chinese, and Southeast Asians have a higher proportion of people with less
than Grade 9 (compared to the Non-Visible Minority population).

There are significant differences among the nine specific groups that comprise Peel’s Visible Mi-
nority population. Some groups are better educated than others. There are also differences among
the groups in terms of their fields of study or educational specialties. It goes without saying that
these differences should be taken into consideration when developing employment policies and
training programs for the residents of Peel, and especially those who are labelled as Visible Minori-
ties.

Figure 30
Highest Level of Formal Schooling Completed by Visible Minorities in Peel
(1996)
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1. Highest Level of Schooling Attained

Figure 31
Highest Level of Formal Schooling by Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel (1996)
Other Non-
Visible Minority Less Than | Grades 9-13 Trades Univ with University
Group Grade 9 Certificate | Certificate or Degree
Diploma

Non-Visible Minority 79% 37.9% 3.7% 20.0% 13.8%
Visible Minority 8.3% 34.6% 2.3% 16.1% 19.3%
South Asian 10.4% 36.0% 2.1% 12.5% 21.9%
Black 4.5% 38.0% 3.6% 25.4% 8.3%
Chinese 11.7% 32.4% 1.5% 13.5% 24.6%
Filipino 4.4% 21.0% 1.8% 12.5% 31.8%
Arab and West Asian 7.1% 30.3% 2.0% 11.7% 30.7%
Latin American 6.0% 38.4% 3.3% 19.7% 8.8%
Southeast Asian 14.1% 44.1% 1.1% 9.9% 12.6%
Korean 3.8% 30.4% 0.6% 6.5% 28.8%
Japanese 2.6% 27.9% 0.5% 14.8% 31.8%

With respect to educational achievement, how do Visible Minorities compare With Non-

Visible Minovities in Peel Region?

Peel’s Visible Minorities tend to be well-educated, by most measures equalling or bettering the

educational levels of Non-Visible Minorities.

* 8% of the Visible Minority population in Peel have less than Grade 9 education; the same
percentage is found in the Non-Visible Minority population.

* The Southeast Asians have the highest percentage of people with less than Grade 9 educa-
tion. (14%), followed by the Chinese (12%) and South Asians (10%).

* The Japanese have the lowest percentage of people (3%) with less than Grade 9 education.
Very low percentages are also found among the Koreans (4%), Filipinos (4%), and Blacks
(5%).

* Grades 9 through 13 were reached by slightly fewer Visible Minorities (14%) than Non-
Visible Minorities (16%).

* At 19%, Visible Minorities exceed Non-Visible Minorities (14%) in achieving a Bachelor’s
degree or higher.
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* The Japanese and Filipinos have the highest proportions of people with a University degree
or higher (32% each). This is more than twice the percentage of this educational group in
the Non-Visible Minority population (14%).

* The Blacks and Latin Americans have the lowest proportion of people with University
degrees: 8% and 9% respectively.

* Among Visible Minorities, 22% have “Other Non-University Education” as their highest
level of formal schooling compared to 27% of Non-Visible Minorities.

* Blacks have the highest percentage of people with “Other Non-University Education” (35%).

* The Koreans (10%) have the lowest percentage of people with “Other Non-University Edu-
cation.” (However, they do have 29% with University degrees.)

*  When it comes to having a Certificate or Diploma, including those in the Skilled Trades, the
Visible Minorities in Peel lag behind the Non-Visible Minorities: 2.3% versus 3.7% respec-
tively.

* Among the Visible Minorities, Blacks (25%) have the highest proportion of people with
non-university certificates and diplomas. They are followed closely by the Latin Americans
(20%).

* The Koreans (6.5%) and Southeast Asians (10%) have the lowest percentage of people with

non-university certificates and diplomas.

How do Visible Minority females compare with Visible Minority males in education?

Females are less likely to have a Bachelor’s degree or higher than males: 15% versus 22%

respectively. Comparative figures for Non-Visible Minorities are 13% for females, 15% for

males.

* Only Filipino females are more likely to have a University degree or higher (33%) than
Filipino males (30%).

How do Canadian-born Visible Minorities compare with those not born in Canada, with

respect to education?

When Canadian-born and Non-Canadian-born Visible Minorities are compared, those not born

in Canada tend to either have significantly less education, or significantly more.

* 9% of those Visible Minorities not born in Canada have completed only Grade 9 or less,
compared to 2% of Canadian-born.

*  23% of Non-Canadian-born Visible Minorities have completed “Other Non-University Edu-
cation,” compared to 17% of those born in Canada.

* Among Non-Canadian-born Visible Minorities, 20% have a Bachelor’s Degree or higher
compared to 12% of Canadian-born Visible Minorities. (92% of the latter group are under
age 25.)
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2. Fields of Study

44% of the Visible Minority Population in Peel specialized in a particular area of study, com-
pared to 42% of the Non-Visible Minority Population.

Education, Recreation and Counselling
3% of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 4% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

* The Filipinos (5%) and Japanese (4%) have the highest proportion of people with educa-
tional qualifications in these fields of study.

* The Chinese and Southeast Asians have the lowest proportion of people in these areas of
study (2%).

Fine and Applied Arts
2% of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 3% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

» The Koreans (5%) have at least twice the percentage of almost all other Visible Minority
groups in this area of study.

* The South Asians have the lowest proportion of people in this area of study (0.9%).

The Humanities

3% of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 2% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

* The Koreans have the highest proportion of people who specialize in this area of study
(7%). They are closely followed by the Japanese (5%) and the South Asians (4%).

* The Southeast Asians (1.2%), Latin Americans (1.4), and Blacks (1.5%) have the lowest
proportion of people in this area of study.

Social Sciences

3.9% of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 4.4% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

* The Japanese have the highest rate of specialization in this area (6.5%) closely followed by
the Koreans with 5.2%.

* The Southeast Asians have the lowest rate of specialization in this area (1.7%).
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Commerce, Management and Business Administration
12% of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 11% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

* The Filipinos have the highest proportion of people in this field of study (17%).

* The groups with the lowest proportion of people in this field are the Southeast Asians (6%)
and Koreans (6%).

Engineering and Applied Science
4% of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 2% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.
* The Arabs/West Asians have the highest percentage of people in this area of study (10.5%).
 Blacks have the lowest percentage of people in this area of study (1%).

Health Professions, Science and Technologies
4.5 % of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 3.4% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

 The Filipinos have the highest percentage of people in this area of study (10.8%).

* The Southeast Asians (2.4) and Latin Americans (2.5%) have the lowest percentage of
people in this area of study.

Mathematics and Physical Sciences
3% of the Visible Minority population specialize in this area, compared to 1.5% of the Non-

Visible Minority population.

* The Chinese have the highest proportion of people in this area of study (5.1%), followed
closely by the Japanese (4.9%), and the Koreans (4.6%).

* Blacks (1.2%) and Latin Americans (1.5%) have the lowest proportion of people in this
area of study.

No Area of Specialization.
56% of the Visible Minority population have no particular area of educational specialty, com-

pared to 58% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

* Except among Blacks, Visible Minority women are more likely than men not to have spe-
cialized in a particular area of study.

* Southeast Asians have the highest percentage of people with no specialization in a given
area of study (71%).
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Differences Between Males and Females

Commerce: A higher proportion of Filipino women than men are in this area of study:
20.4% versus 13.4% respectively.

Education, Fine Arts, Social Sciences, the Humanities, and Health are generally female-
dominated fields. This is a well known pattern in the population at large. One exception to
this pattern was noted among Southeast Asian males: they had a higher percentage (than
Southeast Asian women) of their group in the Social Sciences (2.5%) than did the women
{1.2%);

Engineering, Engineering and Trades, Mathematics and Physical Sciences are generally
male-dominated fields, with some notable exceptions: Southeast Asian (3.0%) and Filipino
(2.7%) women have a slightly higher percentage of their groups in the Mathematics and
Physical Sciences field of study. Southeast Asian males (2.7%) and Filipino males (2.4%).

Differences between Visible Minorities in Mississauga and Brampton

Visible Minorities in Brampton are more likely not to have an area of educational speciali-
zation than those in Mississauga: 60% in Brampton, compared to 54% in Mississauga.

A similar pattern holds for the Non-Visible Minority population in the two cities: 63% in
Brampton, compared to 56% in Mississauga.

Mississauga has a slightly higher percentage (13%) of all Visible Minority groups, with an
educational background in Commerce (10% in Brampton).

Mississauga has a higher percentage than Brampton of Visible Minorities whose educa-
tional background or specialty is in Health (5% vs 3.5%) Engineering and Applied Sciences
(4.3% vs 3.1%), and Mathematics and Physical Sciences (3.4% vs 2.2%).

Brampton has a higher percentage of Koreans than Mississauga in the field of Engineering
and Applied Science. (12.7% in Brampton compared to 6.6% in Mississauga.)
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B. EMPLOYMENT (TABLES 10.1-10.6.7 IN APPENDIX)

Note: Findings in this section on Employment pertain to Peel residents of age 15 and over. Note also that

this data is from 1996 and employment rate figures are particularly subject to change.
1. The Labour Force in Peel (Tables 10.1.0 — 10.1.7)
How many Visible Minorities in Peel are in the labour force?
In 1996, there were 136,015 Visible Minorities in the Peel labour force. They represented 29%
of the labour force (476,070) in Peel.
What is the labour force participation rate of Visible Minorities in Peel?
In 1996, the labour force participation rate, or the percentage of people either working or ac-

tively looking for work, was 70% for Visible Minorities compared to 74% for Non-Visible
Minorities. The comparative rate for Visible Minorities in Ontario was 66%.

Figure 32
Labour Force Participation Rate of Nine Visible Minority Groups in
Peel (1996)
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The labour force participation rates for the three largest Visible Minority groups in Peel in 1996

were:
South Asians: 69% (48,815)
Blacks: 74% (29,590)
Chinese: 62% (16,960)
Figure 33
Labour Force Participation of the Visible Minority Population in Peel,
by Gender (1996)
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 The labour force participation rate for Visible Minority females in Peel is 64%, compared to
68% for Non-Visible Minority females.

* Black females have the highest workforce participation rate (71%) of any female group in
the Visible Minority population. Filipino females have the second highest rate (70%).

How many Visible Minorities in Peel are employed?

In 1996, 119,110 Visible Minorities in Peel were employed in paid jobs. They represented 27%
of all employed people (437,705) in the Region.

* Anoverwhelming majority of the employed Visible minorities in Peel are immigrants: 90%.
*  Only 10% of the Visible Minorities employed in Peel are Canadian-born.
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What is the unemployment rate for Visible Minorities in Peel?

In 1996, the unemployment rate for Visible Minorities in Peel was 12%, compared to 6% for

the Non-Visible Minorities, and 8% for Peel as a whole.

* The highest unemployment rates are among Southeast Asians (15%), Blacks (14%) and
South Asians (14%).

* The lowest unemployment rate among Visible Minorities is in the Japanese and Filipino
groups, both with an 8% rate, a rate that is the same for the Peel population as a whole.
(This means that the lowest unemployment rate for Visible Minorities is still greater than
the average unemployment rate for Non-Visible Minorities, which is 6%.)

How many Visible Minorities in Peel are unemployed?
In 1996, 16,905 Visible Minorities in Peel were unemployed. They comprised 44% of the total
group of 38,365 unemployed people in the Region.

Figure 34
The Unemployment Rate in the Visible Minority Population of Peel
(1996)
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Visible Minorities in Peel make up 29% of the labour force, but represent 44% of the unem-
ployed population in Peel.
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* 10% (7,290) of Visible Minority adult males are unemployed, compared to 15% (9,610) of
Visible Minority females, and 5% of Non-Visible Minority males.

*  20% of Canadian-born Visible Minorities are unemployed, compared to 6% of immigrant
Visible Minorities.

* Caledon is the only municipality in the Region where the Visible Minority unemployment
rate (7%) approaches that of the Non-Visible Minority population (5%).

* In Mississauga, the unemployment rate is 13% for Visible Minorities and 6% for Non-
Visible Minorities.

* InBrampton, the unemployment rate is 12% for Visible Minorities and 6% for Non-Visible
Minorities.

Figure 35
The Unemployment Rate of the Visible Minority Population in Peel,
by Gender (1996)

OFemale

Male

. 120.5% |- 15.7% || 17.8% [ s —
ol |17.8% 22.0%

8.2% | 110.9%

0,
13.1% I 9.8%

Non- Visible Southeast Black South  Arab and Latin Korean Chinese  Filipino Japanese
Visible Minority Asian Asian West  American
Minority Asian

The Social Planning Council of Peel 49



A Social Profile of the Visible Minority Population in Peel (1996) September 2000

Figure 36
Youth Unemployment in the Visible Minority Population in Peel, 1996
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Figure 37

Unemployment Rates Within the Visible Minority Population in Peel,
by Place of Birth (1996)
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2. Youth Unemployment
What is the unemployment rate for Visible Minority Youth (ages 15-24) in Peel?

In 1996, the unemployment rate for Visible Minority Youth in Peel was 23%, compared to 13%
for youth in the Non-Visible Minority population.

* The highest youth unemployment rate is among the Blacks and Koreans (both at 27%).

* The lowest youth unemployment rate is among the Filipinos and Latin Americans (both at
17%).

* Mississauga has a slightly higher youth unemployment rate among Visible Minorities than
Brampton (24% vs 21%). However, Blacks (31%) and Chinese (21%) in Mississauga, have
much higher youth unemployment rates than those in Brampton: 21% and 13% respec-
tively.

* (Caledon’s youth unemployment rate for Visible Minorities is 16%, compared to 14% for
Non-Visible Minority youth.

* The unemployment rate for male Visible Minority youth in Peel is 22%, compared to 13%
for male youth in the Non-Visible Minority population.

* Korean male youth have the highest unemployment rate (32%), followed by Black male
youth with 26%.

* The female, Visible Minority youth unemployment rate is 24%, compared to 13% for fe-
male youth in the Non-Visible Minority population.

* The highest youth unemployment rate for Visible Minority females is in the Japanese group
(40%) , followed by Black and Southeast Asians female youth (each with 28% unemploy-
ment).

* Canadian-born, Visible Minority youth have an unemployment rate of 25% compared to
13% of their counterparts in the Non-Visible Minority population. Among Canadian-born
Visible Minorities, Koreans (33%) and Blacks (29%) have the highest youth unemploy-
ment rate.

* Non-Canadian-born or immigrant Visible Minorities have a 21% youth unemployment rate,
compared to 13% for immigrants in the Non-Visible Minority population. Among immi-
grant Visible Minority youth, Southeast Asians (25%) and Blacks (24%) have the highest
youth unemployment rate.

* The immigrant Japanese population did not report having any unemployed youth.
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Figure 38
Unemployment Rate of Visible Minority Youth in Peel (1996)
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3. Class of Worker

With respect to “class of worker,” how does the Visible Minority population in Peel compare

with the Non-Visible Minority population?

The majority (91%) of Visible Minorities in Peel are paid employees or wage-earners. 9% are
self-employed. Respective figures for Non-Visible Minorities are 89% and 11%.

* Koreans have the highest percentage of self-employed people (36%); the second highest
percentage is in the Arab/West Asian group (16%).

* 9% of Non-Canadian-born or immigrant Visible Minorities are self-employed, compared to
5% of Canadian-born Visible Minorities.

¢ Among Koreans, 39% of those not born in Canada are self-employed compared to 0% of
Canadian-born Koreans.

* 12% of Visible Minority males are self-employed compared to 6% of Visible Minority

females.
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4. Industries (Tables 10.2.0 - 10.5.0)
What are the major industries in which Visible Minorities in Peel are employed?

Manufacturing, retail trade, business services, and health and social services are the main areas
in which Visible Minorities in Peel are employed. Very low proportions of Visible Minorities
are employed in the government services sector, the education services sector, and the con-

struction industry.

Figure 39
Distribution of the Visible Minority Labour Force in Peel by Industry
(1996)
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* The manufacturing industry is the largest employer of Peel’s Visible Minority population.
It employs 24% of that population compared to 19% of the Non-Visible Minority popula-
tion. (The manufacturing industry is also the largest employer of Non-Visible Minorities in
Peel.)
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*  28% of South Asians in Peel are employed in the manufacturing industry.

* The second largest employer of Visible Minorities in Peel is the Retail Trade industry. It

employs 12% of that population; the same percentage of Non-Visible Minorities is em-

ployed in this industry.
e 29% of Koreans work in the Retail trade, as do 21% of Arabs/West Asians.
* Health and Social Services industries employ 8% of all Visible Minority employees, com-

pared to 6% of the Non-Visible Minority population.
* 12% of all Black employees and 14% of all Filipino employees work in the Health and

Social Services industry.
* 2% of Visible Minorities are employed in the Construction industry, compared to 6% of

Non-Visible Minorities.
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Figure 40
Distribution of the Visible Minority Labour Force in Peel by Gender
and Industry (1996)
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What are some of the issues facing Visible Minorities in Peel with respect to occupation?

* Visible Minorities are under-represented in management occupations, with only 8% of them

in this category, compared to 12% of Non-Visible Minorities.

» Three Visible Minority groups equal or surpass the rate (12%) of Non-Visible Minorities in
management occupations: Arabs/West Asians (12%), Japanese (16%), and Koreans (26%).

* The Visible Minority groups with the lowest proportions of people in management posi-
tions are the Filipinos (4.4%), Blacks (4.8%), and Southeast Asians (5%).

*  0.5% of Visible Minority workers are employed as Senior Managers, compared to 2% of
Non-Visible Minority workers. (Non-Visible Minority workers are four times as likely as

Visible Minority workers to be employed in a Senior Management position.)

e Among Visible Minorities, the Japanese have the highest proportion in the Senior Manag-
ers’ job classification (4%), followed by the Koreans (2%).

* 7% of Visible Minorities are classified as “Middle and other managers” compared to 10%
of Non-Visible Minorities.

* Koreans have the highest percentage of people in the middle management group (24%),
followed by the Japanese (12%), and the Arabs/West Asians (11%).

» Filipinos (4.3%), Blacks (4.6%) and Southeast Asians (4.8%) have the lowest percentage of

people in middle management positions.

* 12% of Visible Minorities, compared to 13% of Non-Visible Minorities are classified as

“Professionals.”

* The groups with the highest proportions of “Professionals™ are the Japanese (22%), fol-
lowed by the Chinese (20%) and the Koreans (14%).

* The Latin Americans (5.2%) have the lowest proportion of people classified as “Profes-

sionals.”
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Figure 41

Distribution of the Visible Minority Labour Force in Peel, by Type of

Management Occupation (1996)
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Figure 42
Distribution of the Visible Minority Labour Force in Peel, by Type of
Management Occupation and Gender (1996)
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C. INCOME (TABLES 11.1.0 - 11.4.7 IN APPENDIX)

The income earned by Visible Minorities in Peel does not reflect the fact that they are much better
educated than the Non-Visible Minority population. On the whole, the Visible Minority popula-
tion earns significantly less than the Non-Visible Minority population and has a higher incidence of

people living on low incomes.

It must be acknowledged, however, that there are significant differences among the nine specific
Visible Minority groups. Some earn greater incomes than others. They are not a homogenous
social class. The Japanese, Chinese, and Koreans have much higher incomes than the other Visible

Minority groups. Blacks and Latin Americans have the lowest incomes.

Figure 43
Census Family Income of Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel (1996)
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1. Individual Income (tables 11.1.0 - 11.2.7)
What is the composition of income in the Visible Minority population of Peel?
* Employment income provides 86% of the total income of Visible Minorities in Peel; the
respective figure for Non-Visible Minorities is 84%.
* Government transfer payments (Welfare, Employment Insurance, Pensions and the like)
provide 10% of the total income of Visible Minorities, compared to 8% for Non-Visible

Minorities.
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“Other income sources” (which include investment income) provide 4% of the income of
Visible Minorities compared to 8% for Non-Visible Minorities.

The group receiving the highest proportion of their income (9%) through “other” sources is
the Chinese.

The highest reliance on government transfer payments is among Latin Americans (12%),
Arabs/West Asians (12%), and Blacks (11%).

Japanese are the least reliant (6%) on government transfers.

Visible Minority males get 6% of their income from government transfer payments com-
pared to 12% of Visible Minority females, and 6% of Non-Visible Minority males.
Among Visible Minority females, the groups that rely the most on government transfer
payments are Arab/West Asian females (18%) and Latin American females (17%).
Non-Canadian-born Visible Minorities tend to be more reliant on government transfer pay-
ments (10% of their total income) than those born in Canada, who get an average of 8% of
their income from transfer payments.

Non-Canadian born Arabs/West Asians and Latin Americans both get 12% of their income
from government transfer payments. Their Canadian-born counterparts receive 4% and 10%
respectively from government transfer payments.

A similar difference is found among Southeast Asians: The non-Canadian-born receive
10% of their income from government transfer payments, while the Canadian-born receive
5% of their income from government transfer payments.

However, among Koreans, the non-Canadian-born get 9% of income from government trans-
fer payments, whereas the Canadian-born get 13% of their income from that source.

14.0%

Figure 44
Visible Minority Population in Peel by Composition of Non-
Employment Income (1996)
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2. Employment Income
Note: All employment income figures relate only to the population in the labour force.

What is the average annual employment income of Visible Minorities in Peel?

The employment income of Visible Minorities in Peel employment income is significantly

lower than that of Non-Visible Minorities in most cases.

* In 1996, the average employment income of Visible Minorities in Peel was $24,922, com-
pared to $32,656 for Non-Visible Minorities.

Figure 45
Average Employment Income of Nine Visible Minority Groups in Peel
(1996)
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* Please note that 92% of the Peel Canadian-born Visible Minority group is under age 25.

* The Japanese have the highest average annual income: $44,966. The Chinese are second
with an average income of $28,284.

* The lowest average annual income is among Southeast Asians: $23,369.

*  27% of Visible Minorities in Peel earn less than $10,000 per year, compared to 20% of
Non-Visible Minorities.

* 18% of Visible Minorities earn between $10,000 and $19,999 per year, compared to 14% of
Non-Visible Minorities.
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* Arabs/West Asians comprise the largest Visible Minority group (30%) in the under-$10,000
bracket, followed by Koreans and Latin Americans (both 27%).

* 1% of Visible Minorities earn $100,000 and over per year, compared to 2% of Non-Visible
Minorities.

* Among all Visible Minority groups, 9% of Japanese earn $100,000 and more per year,
while 3% of Koreans earn this amount and over.

3. Family income

Note:  Family income is defined as the income of all residents of a household on a collective basis.

Figure 46
Average Family Income of the Visible Minority Population of Peel
(1996)
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What is the average family income for Visible Minorities in Peel?

In 1996, the average annual family income for Visible Minority families in Peel was $50,864.

Non-Visible Minority families had an average income of $70,511.

* Among Visible Minorities , the Japanese have the highest family income ($81,681), fol-
lowed by the Filipinos with $57,301.

* The Southeast Asians have the lowest family income, $46,518, followed by the Arabs/West
Asians with $46,821.

* (Canadian-born Visible Minority families have a higher average family income than immi-
grant Visible Minority families: $55,252 versus $50,667 respectively. (However, this pat-
tern does not hold for Visible Minority lone parents.)
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What is the average income for Visible Minority lone-parent families in Peel?
In 1996, the average annual income of Visible Minority lone-parents in Peel was $31,293,
compared to $45,913 for lone-parents in the Non-Visible Minority population. However, there

is a major difference between the incomes of male and female-led lone-parent families.

Lone-parent families headed by male Visible Minorities have an average income of $34,535.
In stark contrast to this are lone-parent families led by male Non-Visible Minorities which
have an average income of $54,611.

Lone-parent families headed by female Visible Minorities average $28,025. In compari-
son, the average income for lone-parent families headed by female Non-Visible Minorities
18 $37,213.

Lone—parent families led by male immigrant Visible Minorities have an average income of
$28,231. The same families, led by Canadian-born male Visible Minorities have an aver-
age income of only $25,599.

Lone-parent families headed by female immigrant Visible Minorities have an average in-

come of $35,041. Their Canadian-born counterparts have an average income of $26,141.

What is the distribution of family incomes in Peel?

45% of Visible Minority families in Peel earn over $50,000 per year, compared to 65% of
Non-Visible Minority families.

10% of Visible Minority families earn less than $10,000 per year, compared to 3% of Non-
Visible Minority families.

14% of Arab/West Asian families earn less than $10,000 per year.

Figure 47
Visible Minority Population in Peel, by Census Family Income (1996)
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What is the incidence of low income among Peel’s Visible Minorities?
The federal government’s “Low Income Cut-Off” Figure (poverty lines) is defined in the table
below. (Note: The figures in this section on poverty cover total persons in private households,

age 15 and over.)
Figure 49
STATISTICS CANADA’S LOW INCOME CUT-OFFS (1986 BASE) FOR 1997

Famil Community Size

- y Cities of 100,000- 30,000- Less than Rural
500,000+ 499,000 99,999 30,000 Areas

1 16,230 14,355 14,004 12,766 11,110

2 22,121 19,432 18,982 17,302 15,062

3 28,119 24,700 24,128 21,994 19,143

4 32377 28,434 27,780 25,325 22,040

5 35,373 31,068 30,351 27,668 24,082

6 38,397 33,721 32,944 30,031 26,140

JF 41,297 36,273 35,435 32,303 28,115

* 22% of the Visible Minority population in Peel live below the poverty line compared to
10% of the Non-Visible Minority population.

* In Mississauga, 23% of the Visible Minority population live below the poverty line com-

pared to 19% in Brampton, and 5% in Caledon.

*  20% of the male Visible Minority population live below the poverty line compared to 22%
of the female Visible Minority population.

* The Visible Minority groups with the highest proportion of people living on low incomes
are the Arabs/West Asians (34%), followed by the Koreans at 26%.

* The least likely to be living on low incomes are the Japanese (7%).
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ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

The major issue for Visible Minorities in Peel seems to be the discrepancy between their levels of
education and their relatively low wages. They are a highly educated, under-employed, and under-

paid group of people.
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IMPLICATIONS OF STUDY

There are many different ways to interpret and apply the information about Visible Minorities in
this report. However, since the latter was funded by Human Resources Development Canada, the
authors will identify implications (a few) of the study from an employment and training perspec-
tive, which includes also a social services perspective. The following issues will be discussed
briefly.
1. Employment Equity
2. Race Relations
3. Language Training
- for employment purposes
4. Child Care
5. Program Planning and Delivery
- The need for a wide range of programs and services to accommodate differences within
the Visible Minority population.
- The need for service providers to address issues of settlement and racial discrimination

simultaneously.

1. Employment equity is a major issue for Visible Minorities in Peel — the majority of whom are

better educated than white people.

To what extent is local government in Peel encouraging the practice of employment equity
among employers in Peel? To what extent are social justice groups in Peel advocating for

employment equity?

2. Race relations is an issue that the politicians and other leaders should turn their attention to in
the near future. Not only are there differences — cultural, social, historical, etc. — between
Visible Minorities and white people; there are also differences among the nine Visible Minority
groups themselves. Race relations in Canada, in Peel is no longer just a white-non-white issue.

It is also an issue of relevance to conflicts among “non-Whites” or Visible Minorities.

To what extent is race relations/anti-racism training a priority of local government and funders

of human services in Peel?
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3. Language training, especially for the workplace, is an issue for Visible Minorities, the major-
ity of whom do not have English as their mother tongue.
What efforts are being made by employers, government, and community groups to advocate

Jor and provide workplace relevant language training for visible minorities?

4. Child care is a major issue for Visible Minorities in Peel. Over 79% of Visible Minority
families have school age children.
To what extent do employment trainers and employers address child care issues of their
clients/employees? What efforts are being made by local and provincial government to provide

information about child care and child care subsidies to Visible Minovrities?

5. Program Planning and Delivery (Employment and Training Programs)

* A wide range of programs and services should be provided to accommodate differences
among Visible Minorities, especially those pertaining to education, income, language, place
of birth, and gender. (One size will not fit all.) The needs of highly educated and skilled
Visible Minorities should be addressed as well as those of Visible Minorities with lower
levels of education, skills, English language proficiency, etc.

What is the range or scope of the programs and services in Peel that are specifically
designed to assist Visible Minority people?

* Programs and services designed for Visible Minorities should address, in an integrated
way, the four major challenges facing Visible Minorities:

- Settling into Canadian society

The experience of racial discrimination

- Under-employment and low income

A great need for child care

* These challenges suggest that there is a very high level of stress among Visible Minorities.
Hence, attention should be paid not only to job specific or technical training for Visible
Minorities, but also to the pre-employment psycho-social, emotional needs of Visible Mi-
norities.
To what extent is the training industry in Canada, in Peel — which is a predominantly
white-led and operated industry — equipped to provide effective pre-employment (and

employment) training to Visible Minovities?

Peel is no longer a rural, anglo-celtic, Christian community in Ontario. It is a cosmopolitan Re-
gion, with a highly urbanized, multiracial, multicultural, multilingual, and multifaith population. It
should be governed and managed accordingly.
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